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By Bart Fox

local weather person in Houston recently pointed out that

this summer has included the Houston area’s driest and
hottest three-month period in recorded history. From May 1
through the end of July, the area had received a total of 3.46 inch-
es of rain, while average daily temperatures have been 0.2 degrees
higher than historical averages.

The weather pattern appeared to change slightly during the mid-
dle of August, at least bringing a little more rain into the picture.
Maybe that marked the beginning of the end of the drought condi-
tions we’ve been experiencing, and maybe not.

In either case, there are two things I, as an agronomist, about
which I wish to raise your awareness, especially considering the
excessive conditions of the past several months.

The biggest single issue we face is, of course, keeping the
roots of our grasses hydrated. There may be a number of steps you
can take to address that issue. One of them, even though the turf
may not be growing optimally, is to keep including growth regu-
lators in your spray program.

Growth regulators are part of the “normal” spray program at the
majority of golf courses. Most turf managers apply growth regula-
tors to slow the growth of their turfgrass, which reduces mowing
activity and the clippings it produces. In general, growth regula-
tors will help tighten up your turf and will help it take whatever
advantages it can, given the current conditions, to remain as
healthy as possible.

The most important thing to consider is how you can help turf-
grasses improve their water use efficiency (i.e., increased drought
tolerance). University trials have demonstrated a 15 to 25 percent
reduction in water use when turf is treated with Primo Maxx, for
instance, so that may be one option.

The second issue relating to soil moisture of the lack there of
involves grub control. The threshold for turf loss as a result of
white grub activity is extremely high for bermudagrass. White
grubs can’t eat enough bermudagrass roots to cause turf loss dur-
ing a normal year, We, however, are not experiencing a “normal”

Two steps that can help you fight drought

year, and most turf man-
agers in Texas apply a
grub insecticide for cos-
metic reasons in any cir-
cumstance.

While grubs (except
for the hunting billbug)
themselves may not
directly cause enough
damage to kill bermuda-
grass, they attract preda-
tors such as skunks,
armadillos and even hogs
to your course. It almost
goes without saying that
those can destroy large
areas of turf when
they’re digging and for-
aging for white grubs
and other foods.

And that’s the biggest
reason for applying a
grub insecticide right now (although mid-May through August is
generally considered the optimal time period). Remove the grubs
and you’ll help your turfgrass fight off the effects of the heat and
drought, and you’ll remove the reason grub-eating animals find
their ways onto your course and into your grass.

Hopefully, the rains mentioned at the beginning of this article
indicate the starting point of a return to more normal weather (and
turfgrass growing) conditions. I, for one, will be very glad to see
that happen and I can return, too, to answering questions about
weed identification or a good disease control tank mix or algae
problems.

In other words, give me the good ol’ days, please. I'm sure you
feel the same way.

?\

Bart Fox

Bart Fox is a Senior Technical Sales Representative f
or Syngenta Professional Products.



PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

It’s September! That’s a good thing if you’re ready for a few
days when the temperature stays below 95 and maybe even a night
when they dip below 70. Sometime this month, we’ll get our first
little cool front of the fall. It won’t be much and it won’t last
long, but it’s a sign that one of the best times of year for golf in
southeast Texas is on it’s way. I, for one, can’t wait— the cooler
temps make everything seem a little easier, and a little more fun.

With any luck, that first little breath of fresh air will come
about Sept. 14, when we’ll be hosting the Texas Trophy gathering
at Memorial Park. That might be a little too much to ask, but it
can’t hurt, can it? In any case, the tournament is always a lot of
fun, so I hope you’ve signed up to help us win on our home turf.

There are details about the tournament elsewhere in this issue of
Tee to Green, but if you need more, all you have to do is go to
our web site (www.stgscs.org) or the Lone Star GCSA web site
(www.Isgcsa.org) for the complete picture.

And to make sure you don’t forget, our September meeting will
be held in conjunction with the tournament, at Memorial Park
from 10 to 11 a.m. on Sept. 14. The USGA Green Section’s Bud
White will be the featured speaker. The cost of attending the meet-
ing is only $15 and is payable at the door, but you must provide
an RSVP to Marian Takushi (281-494-0094,
stgcsa@windstream.net) to be able to attend.

At least a couple of other things are on our front burners right
now and deserve special notice.

We’re currently in the process of accepting nominations for our

second-ever Sonny DuBose Superintendent of the Year Award. The
deadline for submitting a nomination is September 30, so if you
haven’t acted already, you need to do so quickly.

All the details and forms needed to submit a nomination can be
found within a link on the home page of our web site. This is the
only award we vote on and bestow upon one of our members.
You’ll get your chance to vote on the final selection at our 2009
Annual Meeting; but I hope you’ll take the extra step of nominat-
ing someone you believe worthy of the honor.

Another hot button . . . our elections for the 2009 Board of
Directors and officers will be here before you know it. We’ve been
talking with a number of potential candidates for the last several
weeks, and, in accordance with our bylaws, we well publish the
list in the October issue of Tee to Green.

If you have an interest in serving, there is still time to add your
name to that list. If you’re eligible, I hope you do. Serving pro-
duces many of its own rewards, not the least of which is knowing
you’ve helped the STGCSA move forward within the southeast
Texas community of golf.

That point can’t be emphasized enough. Collectively and indi-
vidually, we play an important role. If you’ve been around for the
past decade or so, you know how hard (and how much) we have
worked to improve the Chapter and it’s value to our members.

To keep the momentum going, we need the future help of new
people who are willing to continue our ongoing projects, and,

continued on page 5
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President
Lee Gravett

Vice-President Secretary/Treasurer
Willy Plowman Wade Warms, CGCS

Immediate Past President
Roger Goettsch, CGCS

Board of Directors
Russell Birkhimer Brandon Cole
Mark Baughman Mark Haven
Kevin Borowski Blayne Sparks
Steven Chernosky Sean Wilson, CGCS

Executive Director
Marian Takushi
P.O. Box 571923 ¢ Houston, Texas 77257-1923
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Steve Hunter
Phone: 281-395-4927 ¢ FAX: 281-395-6293
e-mail: srhunter@mindspring.com
Lone Star Representatives
Doug Browne, Steve Chernosky, George Manuel

Monday, September 14, 2009
Memorial Park Golf Course
1001 East Memorial Loop Drive , Houston, TX 77007
Host Superintendent — Jason Harsh

Please RSVP by September 11 by calling
Marian Takushi at 281-494-0094, by e-mail at
stgcsa @ windstream.net or through the direct link on the
“Upcoming Events” page of www.stgcsa.org.

Speaker: Bud White USGA Green Section
“Tricks of the Trade”

Meeting time: 10 a.m.
Cost: $15 at the door (includes lunch, RSVP required)

Directions:
Exit West Loop 610 at Memorial, Go inbound (east) on Memo-
rial and turn left at the first entrance to Memoiral Park (East
Memorial Loop Drive). Proceed to the golf course.

The STGCSA’s September Meeting is being held
in conjunction with the 2009 Texas Trophy Tournament.
However, you do not have to be playing in the tournament to
attend the meeting, but you must provide an RSVP
(see above) to attend the meeting.




Another big thank you goes out to all of the members of

our association who volunteered
their time and efforts during the
2009 Shell Houston Open.
Even though it was a
hot and humid day, the 36 R E D S T O N E

volunteers that showed up

for our volunteer golf outing on Aug.

12 enjoyed a nice round of golf and great food and drink.
For those volunteers who weren’t able to make it, you
were missed— maybe next year. Thanks again to everyone
who helped. We hope to see back next year. We couldn’t do

it without your help.
— Randy Samoff
Golf Course Superintendent, Redstone Golf Club

Membership Moves

Former STGCSA Board of Directors member Dennis Klene has
taken on golf course superintendent duties at Evergreen Point Golf
Club.

A “Welcome to the club!” notice goes out to Todd Barten, the
owner of Sand Express, LP.

A call for volunteers

Ladies and gentlemen, mark your calendars— the LPGA is
returning to Houston!

The 2009 LPGA Tour Championship, sponsored by IMG and
hosted by The Houstonian Golf & Country Club, is scheduled to
take place Nov.16-22.

Yes, that date is no misprint, and it is easy to remember—
2010 will be here before you know it, and then it will be too late
to sign up to help marshal the practice facilities during the event.

The tournament will take place the week before Thanksgiving,
but this is no turkey of an event! The LPGA Tour has requested
our Chapter’s help with their premiere event. Where else can you
see the top 120 money winners on the LPGA Tour? Not at the
Shell Houston Open or at the Administaff Small Business Classic.

We will need 25-30 volunteers to work the practice facilities
during tournament week. The volunteer package is a very reason-
able $55 dollars and includes a shirt, badge and other perks. Any
person that works at least 3 shifts (hours to be determined later)
will receive a complimentary round of golf at their leisure after the
event.

I will serve as chairman of the committee, so please do not hes-
itate to contact me ( twerner @houstoniangolf.com, 713-628-1096)
if you or anyone you know is interested. Anyone that would like
to serve as a captain can contact me, as well (I would like to have
at least three captains). so sign up now and avoid the rush later!

— Tom Wemer, CGCS

SCOPE OF SERVICES

Irrigation As-Built Drawings
Irrigation System Evaluations
GPS Mapping
Sprinkler Yardage Markers
Central Control Programming
Program Interactive Map
AutoCad Design
Government Regulations
Water Rights Permitting

Call Dr. Stovy, Lets Talk Water ...
Because in our Business, Its all about the Water

BOWLIN CONSU LTING

Planning <+ Design < Mapping

Stovy L. Bowlin, PhD, AICP, CGIA

Texas Licensed Irrigator #9265
427 Union Chapel Road Cedar Creek, Texas 78612
(O) 512-303-7680 (F) 512-303-7681 (C) 512-560-0010
E-mail: stovy@bowlinconsulting.com Web: www.bowlinconsulting.com

Have experience. Will travel.

If you're looking for some help on your course, consider
the Stores-on-Wheels®. We can deliver agronomic
expertise, top brands and more straight to your course.
Call us at 1-800-321-5325. We can help with whatever
job you have in mind. www.JohnDeere.com/golf
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PLATINUM PARTHER

@ JOHN DEERE
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Out of Bounds: Asiatic Clams Invading Irrigation Systems

By Dr. Anthony Camerino and Brittany Melancon

An irrigation professional called my office recently, asking
about a clam clogging irrigation pipes at a golf course in Texas.
His questions were, “what is it and how do I get rid of it?”

Having never heard of the problem (the state’s turfgrass special-
ist had not, either), I did some research. Unfortunately, I found ano
decisive answers, but what follows is a summary of what I dug
up.

The Asian clam (Corbicula fluminea) is a small, fresh-water,
bivalve mollusk. This non-native clam is known as a biofouler.
Management of this pest is estimated to cost about $1 billion dol-
lars annually.

The large numbers of clam shells produced by this mollusk
species clogs water intake pipes, and an accumulation of the mol-
lusk’s shells can lead to failure of power plants and industrial
water systems. Irrigation canals, irrigation pipes, and drinking
water treatment plants can all be impaired due to the clam.

It is thought that the mollusk was first introduced around 1930
on the west coast of North America by Chinese immigrants for
the purpose of food production. By the 1970s, the clam occupied
most of the Mississippi Basin, the Gulf Coast and the eastern
United States.

The clam is a filter feeder, meaning it consumes phytoplankton

and other aquatic microscopic organisms. The clam is “discharged”
by its mother when it is only 1 millimeter in size.

On a golf course, the likely route by which the clam will infest
an irrigation system is an infested irrigation pond. Clams likely
infest irrigation ponds from nearby infested water bodies. When
water is pumped out of an infested nearby stream into an irrigation
pond or a near by infested stream floods, there is potential for an
irrigation pond to become infested. The only other likely route is
direct introduction of the clam by man on equipment.

Detailed control information for this clam is hard to find.
Screens and filters on all intake pipes should prevent infestations.
Other sources cite the use of ozone, peroxide, chlorine and
bromine to kill clams in irrigation pipes. Heated water has also
been used to kill the clam in confined situations.

For more on this subject, please see these websites:
http://fl.biology.usgs.gov/corbiculad.pdf

http://weblogs.nal.usda.gov/invasivespecies/archives/2009/0
3/asian_clam_corb.shtml

http://www.in.gov/dnr/files/Asiatic_Clam.pdf

Dr. Anthony Camerino is a Commercial Horticulture Agent
and Brittany Melancon is a summer intern with the
Harris County Office of Texas AgriLife Extension.

Pro-5 Weed Barrier® is the industry’s best 5 oz.
woven, needle-punched, polypropylene fabrics
designed for professional and commercial use.

Pro-5 Weed Barrier conserves soil moisture,
increases growth and prevents unwanted weeds
from germinating. Colored stripes located 12
inches apart make for easy plant alignment.

The #1 choice of professionals, this product is
available in bulk rolls only through your professional
distributor or landscape supply firm.

BWI Schulenburg + 800.460.9713

www.bwicompanies.com

Luber, Broe,

JACOBS=IN
.‘ A Textron Company
When Performance Matters.

O.E.M. PARTS

“Company Wide”

Order by phone, fax or online

« PHONE (800) 375-8237
e FAX (405) 789-2955
* WEBSITE WWW.LUBER.COM

Orders placed before 2:30pm central time will ship from the
Dallas distribution center same day.

" HOUSTON
.~ 15375 E.vantage Pkwy.
- Houston, TX 77032 “
Phone: 832-598-0610

For Technical help you may contact: 800-275-0867



The Texas AgriLife
Extension Service’s 2009
Environmental Golf Course Management
Field Day will be held at The Clubs of
Kingwood on September 28.

Golf Course Superintendents of Ameri-
ca Association Continuing Education Units will be available to
members attending the gathering; the size of the audience

Texas Agrillfe set for conference

@ EXTENSION

will be limited to the first 50
registrants; the cost is $30.
Registration can be accomplished
through the STGCSA office— complete

details and a registration link can be
found on the Chapter web site on the
“Upcoming Events” page. You may also call Marian Takushi
at 281-494-0094 for more information.

Texas A&M System

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
continued from page 2

equally important, who are willing to help us begin new projects
to build on what has already been done.

If that sounds like you, please call one of our Board members
or officers within the next couple of weeks to discuss the opportu-
nities. The October issue will go to our printer by the third week
of September— if you’re going to be a candidate, your name must
be included in the list published in that issue.

One other item I want to spend a few inches talking about is a
proposed change to our meetings schedule for next year. What we
(your officers and Board members) are considering is rearranging
our schedule so that we begin earlier in the year (with a meeting
in January or February) and skip a summer meeting (July proba-

The reasons are many, but among them are the fact that many
of our members take summer vacations, forcing them to miss a
meeting or two, the heat of summer, and the long gap between
meetings (from November to March) that has been a factor for a
number of years.

As I said, we’re still discussing the possibilities. Your feedback
about the idea is important, so again, I'll ask that you let us know

.. soon . .. what you think.

We’ll be putting together the 2009 schedule during the next
couple of months and if we’re going to have an “early” meeting,
it’s important that we set that date and let you know about it well
before the end of this year.

So, please think about it and share your thoughts. Thanks, as
always, for taking time to read my column. See you at Memorial
Park (and Go STGCSA!).

— Lee Gravett
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Irrigation » Golf ¢ Industrial

Feed Your Greens & Fairways

with Quality Products
from Ewing

Hunter QUALEPRO
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e Irrigation Supplies

» Wireless Irrigation

e Seed | Fertilizer | PGRs

e Insecticides | Fungicides

Howard
Johnson(s.

Call our South Texas Specialist:

MEMBER

Jeff Jowell: 713-594-6529

Visit us online: www.ewing1.com
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Only a DryJect® Contractor can help.
See the unique, dynamic pattern of three dimensional
channels that are created by a typical Dryject aeration/sand B“ llETI “ Bnnn n

application.
The aggressive subsurface changes created allow for air,
water and nutrients to feed the root zone like no other sys-
tem on the market today without disrupting the surface. Golf Course Superintendent Needed
Tomball Country Club
Dr ,ect® Only DryJect Contractors Please send resume 'to:
y can inject while aerating. Mike Porter, President, Tomball Country Club
. 22303 Walden Way, Tomball, TX. 77375
Call Mike James at 281-630-8740 E-mail: accepted-Blairkline @juno.com

for a free DryJect demonstration. Grounds Superintendent Needed
Hobbs Country Club — Hobbs, New Mexico
Please send resume to:
Dave Rennhack, Director of Golf, Hobbs Country Club
FAX: 575-393-5169 ¢ E-mail: dave @ hobbscountryclub.com

Assistant Mechanic Wanted
Whispering Pines Golf Club
Please conctact: Michael Dieckhoff, Golf Course Superintendent

TREE AND LANDSCAFPE
SERVICES 1532 Whispering Pines Drive, Trinity, TX 75862
Phone: 936-594-4690 ¢ Fax: 936-594-4685
Your Compkte Tree and Ldﬂdsal])e COmpdny E-mail: mdieckhoff @ whisperingpinesgolfclub.com
L]
Fl‘ee Estlmates Golf Course Superintendent Position Available
Pheasant Trails Golf Course — Dumas, Texas

713-462-3261 GALJ _ An application may be obtained by
Please call Ed Schultheis E r? contacting Brenda Koehn, City of Dumas HR Director
www.embarktreecare.com ¥, A k. Phone: 806-935-4101, ext. 106 ¢ E-mail: bkoehn@ci.dumas.tx.u
Golf Course Superintendent Wanted

Nueva Vista Golf Club — Midland, Texas
Please send resume ‘to:
Jon Crain, Nueva Vista Golf Club
6101 W. Wadley, Midland, TX 79707

Horticulture/Resort Landscape Superintendent Needed
La Torretta Del Lago Resort & Spa — Montgomery, Texas
Please contact: Nicholus Mufioz, HR-Recruiting Manager

600 La Torretta Blvd., Montogmery, TX 77356

Rod Hruza Brandon Marek Direct: 936-448-3037
Phone: 210-323-2292 Phone: 512-745-5782 Second Assistant Superintendent Needed
Email: Email: Canongate at Magnolia Creek

hruzar@helenachemical.com marekb@helenachemical.com Send resume to: Chris Hartman
E-mail: chartman @ canongategolf.com

SO ANNIVERSARY,

HELENA CHEMICAL COMPANY
: Ivd., L ity, TX 7757
Toll Free: 866-HELENA (243-5362) 19501 W. Bay Area Bluc. League Clty, TX 77573
El Campo: 979-543-6268 ¢ Schertz: 877-651-3552 .
Equipment For Sale
2002 John Deere 3225B Fairway Mower, 1450 hours

2006 John Deere 3245C Rough Mower, 850 hours
2006 Buffalo Blower

i ] 1958
Quality Petroleurn Products Since 2006 John Deere 35 inch walk behind Golf Lift
N Everything is in good condition.
[ u R ' Contact David
THE HURT GOMPANY. ING. at Waterwood National Country Club (979-777-0169)
“ : ” John Deere For Sale
Chevron
B cnevron Authorized Marketer_ Used for 361 hours.
== Customer-Focused Solutions Please contact Dennis Koop
Lubricants CHEVRON LUBRICANTS Telephon: 214-289-1260 ¢ E-mail: k-seven@msn.com
The Hurt Company, Inc. The STGCSA Bulletin Board is available for use by all

STGCSA members. Call Steve Hunter (281-395-4927)
before the 10th of each month to include your job listings, efc.,
in the following two issues of Tee to Green.

To include your job posting on the STGCSA web site, contact
Marian Takushi (stgcsa @windstream.net, 281-494-0094).

3310 Alice St., Houston, TX 77021
Carl Tolbert
713-320-5947 (phone) ¢ 281-789-4291 (fax)
E-mail: tolbertch@aol.com
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2009
South Texas GCSA
Superintendent/Pro

or Memher/MembherTournament
The Club at Falcon Point
Superintendent Pro

Gross Results
Robert Blalock & Sam Chapman 66

Sean Wilson & Toby Grubert 68

Terry Gill & Ken McDonald 69

Kelly Morgan & Ryan Polzin 69
Net Results

Russell Birkhimer & Jim Dickson 48
Ray McFarland & Tom Wolfenberger 49

Patrick O’Neal & Dan White 52
Leander Schuette & James Brown 54
Member/Member
Gross Results
Alan Hess & Adam Hess 68
Ricky Palacios & Phil Taylor 68
Jeff Jowell & Chris Webster 68
Net Results
Willy Plowman & Ed Schultheis 45
Jerry Takushi & Richard Kane 48
Randy Samoff and Lance Ladet 49
SPECIAL CONTESTS
Contest Winner
Closest-to-Hole  Jeff Jowell
Closest-to-Hole  Glen Noska
Long Drive Russell Birkhimer
Closest-to-Hole  Sean Mack

Kevin McGuire

Justin Lonon

Stan Ludwig

Josh Zellars

Jerry Takushi & Richard Kane
Brandon Crumpler & Karl Ludeke
Collins Bean & Josh Zellars

Pat Neuendorff

Russell Roten

Closest-to-Hole
Closest-to-Hole
Closest-to-Hole
Long Drive

Closest-to-Hole
Closest-to-Hole
Closest-to-Hole
Long Drive

Closest-to-Hole

Closest-to-Hole  Nick Johnson
Closest-to-Hole  Chris Teafiller
Closest-to-Hole  Jeff Jowell
Closest-to-Hole  Richard Kane
Long Drive Josh Zellars

Please refer to the August issue of Tee to Green
or www.stgcsa.com for current 2009 STGCSA

Points Lists standings (on the Upcoming Events
page, within the Elkins Lake golf results.

WATER

O’DAY
Drilling Company

INCORPORATED

PATRICK O’DAY

5923 CR 931
Rosharon, Texas 77583

Tel: 281-485-1330
Tel: 800-856-6329
FAX: 281-485-0962
E-Mail: patrick-oday @sbcglobal.net

RINEHART TRUCKING CO., INC.

Bunker Sand
Organic Mixes Mulches Bank Sand

Sue Rinehart Warren < Keith Watson
Specializing in Golf Course & Athletic Field Sand.

Serving the area since 1983.
74
1

Top Dressing Sand Gravel/Stone

We'll take your call anytime.
TOMMY BURNSIDE

Office: 281-432-SAND (7263)
g 800-831-SAND (7263)
’
VICE-PRESIDENT

Fax: 281-593-2700
BURNSIDE SERVICES, INC.
« golf course construction
« athletic field construction
* laser leveling
* soil fumigation

www.burnside-services.com

BSI

Office: 936-825-7090
Mobile: 936-760-6380
Fax: 936-825-8838
bsi@burnside-services.com

1110 Navasota Ridge Rd.
Navasota, TX 77868




September 13-15 November 9
Texas Trophy Tournament Willow Fork CC
Memorial Park GC Host Superintendent:
Host Superintendent: Willy Plowman

Jason Harsh Gross/Net Skins

September 14 December 11
Memorial Park GC Annual
Host Superintendent: Awards Banquet
Jason Harsh and Ceremony
Golfcrest CC

October 13 - )
The Golf Club at Cinco Ranch Host Superintendent:
Host Superintendent: Lee Gravett

Wade Warms, CGCS

For additional details about each monthly meeting

”

and golf outing, please visit the “Upcoming Events
page of www.stgcsa.org.

“One natural hazard, however, which is more or less of
nuisance is water. Water hazards absolutely prohibit the
recovery shot, perhaps the best shot in the game.”
— William Flynn, golf course architect

What you
need.
When you
need it.
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ReasX
Dennis Dickson
281-844-5538 e troutslime @hotmail.com

1-800-621-5994

www.gailsflags.com

ARBOR CARE INC.

(Tree Care Specialists)

John J. Dailey
President
713-694-8898
Fax: 713-694-8895
336 McFarland Rd.
Houston, TX 77060

Keeping You

3rookside

Equipment Sales, Inc.
Since 1974

713-943-7100

www.BrooksideUSA.com

Spring Parts Depot 281-353-0204
" Houston Parts Depot 713-943-7100

Golf Service Department Hotline
800-313-9848

Sales Representatives
John Freeman 713-818-8638
Brant North 832-659-7976
Kent Knowles 713-204-5738
Phil Taylor 713-724-3665




