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South Texas Chapter
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22 s i Walden on Lake Houston

| GOLF COURSE SUPERINTENDENTS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA Ee . : Registration begins at 9 am
Must arrive by 10:15 to golf

Map to Walden on Lake Houston

March Meeting to be held at Walden on Lake Houston........

Shell Houston Open
*The date of the scholarship tournament has been changed. Please make a note of March 25—31, 2013

the new dates to the right. Redstone Golf Club
*Volunteers needed for the Shell Houston Open. Volunteers Needed!
Contact George Manuel at 832.435.1645. Contact George Manuel: 832.435.1645

* Fill out the donation form for our scholarship tournament live auction (equipment, April 16 2013 —Scholarship

products, trips etc). Let’s beat last years’ collections and have an all time new high record! Tournament and Live Auction
High Meadow Ranch Golf Club
* We will be collecting rounds of golf for the auction this year but we will also be Map to High Meadow Ranch GC

collecting golf rounds for the Rounds for Research Program. The Board feels that more mon- May 13, 2013—Bay Oaks Country Club

Chapter Championship
Map to Bay Oaks CC

ey can be raised through the Rounds For Research Program than through the silent auction
at our scholarship tournament, so if you can only donate one round, put it towards the R4R

Program. We get to determine how the funds raised at R4R are used (within certain parame-

ters). Money generated can be used for research, education, and scholarships. We receive June 18, 2013—Supt/Pro, Member/
80% of the purchase price for rounds sold. It is likely that they will sell for more with R4R but Member Tournament

not guaranteed. We get to decide what research we fund and where it is conducted. We can Miramont Country Club

also use the funds to pay for expenses related to meeting education such as the speaker’s fee Map to Miramont CC

and travel costs. Scholarships from those funds must be industry related. These funds don’t
go into our regular legacy scholarship fund. July 28, 2013 —Redstone GC

Register Now for Any Meeting!



http://www.stgcsa.org/
http://www.stgcsa.org/events-list.html
http://www.stgcsa.org
http://www.stgcsa.org/uploads/2/7/7/5/2775601/13pledgeletter.pdf
http://www.waldencc.com/membership/location/
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=High+Meadow+Ranch+Golf+Club,+Golf+Club+Trail,+Magnolia,+TX&hl=en&sll=31.168934,-100.076842&sspn=11.549272,26.696777&oq=High+meadow+ranch+golf&hq=High+Meadow+Ranch+Golf+Club,+Golf+Club+Trail,+Magnolia,+TX&t=m&z=15
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=Bay+Oaks+Country+Club,+Bay+Oaks+Boulevard,+Houston,+TX&hl=en&ll=29.587415,-95.120659&spn=0.045903,0.104284&sll=29.593673,-95.129224&sspn=0.02295,0.052142&oq=bay+oaks+country+club&hq=Bay+Oaks+Country+Club,+Bay+Oaks+Boulevard,+H
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=Miramont+Country+Club,+Miramont+Boulevard,+Bryan,+TX&hl=en&ll=30.637912,-96.227875&spn=0.179601,0.41851&sll=31.168934,-100.076842&sspn=11.419222,26.784668&oq=miramont+country+&hq=Miramont+Country+Club,+Miramont+Boulevard,+Brya
http://www.stgcsa.org
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TO HELP YOU WI‘N

Scott Anderson, Turf/Ornamental Sales .

Cell 713-248-4154 » ScottAnderson @ landolakes.com

Patrick Neuendorff, Turf Sales
Cell 281-216-9092 + PJNeuendorff@landolakes.com

Houston Office
14000 Westfair East, Houston, Texas 77041
Toll Free: 800-234-9790

WINFIELD

SOLUTIONS
PROFESSIONAL PRODUCTS

winfieldsolutionsllc.com

& RelaDyne’

Hurt Company

Reliability in Motion

Chevron "Authorized Marketer"

Customer-Focused Solutions

~ CHEVRON LUBRICANTS
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welcome New Mewbers

Supt. Glenn Barron-Cinco Ranch GC
Supt. Jay Abbott-The Club at Deerwood
Asst. Supt. Derrick Hashimoto-Redstone GC
Curtis Bruton-Golf Sales Ewing Irrigation
David Johnson-Sales, Rinehart Trucking
Asst. Supt. Scott Woodard-Tour 18

Asst. Supt. Scott Gilley, Woodlands Palmer
Course

Asst. Supt. Hagan Patterson,
Canongate at Magnolia Creek
Welcome Back, Supt. Larry Boyle, Bayou GC
Danny Arena, Supt., Westwood Shores CC
Walt Wilson, Asst. Supt., Sugar Creek CC
Asst. Supt. Will McCullough, Willow Fork CC

Click here for all job postings

3310 Alice Street
Houston TX 77021
www.hurtco.com
www.reladyne.com

Contact: Carl Tolbert
713.320.5947 (P)
281.789.4291 (F)

Carl.Tolbert@RelaDyne.com

Automotive Commercial Industrial DEF Fuel

o reladyne com 3
o6

oo _L_v

Quality Petroleum
Products Since 1958
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President’s Message
By: Sean Wilson, CGCS

We’ve had a great start to 2013! Thank you to all who came to our January meeting at Stephen F Austin. The Browne’s always do a

great job for us and it showed, as we had over a 100 people in attendance. We also had a very big turnout for the Lone Star GCSA
reception at the GIS San Diego. Going to the GIS and the GCSAA Championship is always my favorite part of the year. Everything from the education,
to networking, visiting with vendors and seeing what’s new in the industry, makes it a valuable part of my year. | encourage everyone to make this an
important part of their year; you’ll come back with a renewed focus and spirit about our industry.

A total of 4,560 seminar seats were sold, while thousands more attended complimentary forums, sessions and panel discussions during the week.
Subject matter included agronomics, business, environmental management, communications, leadership, technology, and personnel management.
The GCSAA Education Conference, held in conjunction with the Golf Industry Show, is the largest educational conference in the turfgrass manage-
ment industry. Covering all ranges of golf course management, including agronomics, environmental management, communication and business
management information, the conference included more than 100 seminars, as well as numerous education sessions.

As you know, our own Johnny Walker was a candidate for GCSAA Director. Despite a spirited campaign, his bid to become a Director in his first year
running came up a little short. I know Johnny worked extremely hard all year and he has already begun preparing for next year. We should all be
proud of how well he represented everyone in Lone Star GCSA and STGCSA.

As tweeted by GCM Magazine:

No wardrobe malfunction, just a little team spirit from the South Texas GCSA folks in the GCSAA
Championships.

Hope to see everyone March 18th at Walden on Lake Houston!

M. Sean Wilson, CGCS

BOWLIN CONSULTI‘NG

Planning < Design «+ Mapping

TREE AND LANDSCAPE
SERVICES

W&mﬁm Tree and Landdcape Cusnpy

Free Estimates

Turnkey Irrigation Design & Consulting Services
New Construction & Renovation Projects; AutoCad Design; GPS Mapping; As-Built Drawings;
CERTIFIED Irrigation System Audits; Government Permitting; Water Demand and Water Use Analysis
ARBORIS

713-462-3261 A.
\Accnsoni_)

www.embarkservices.com ¢ *j
4 u

CONFIDENCE

Stovy L. Bowlin, PhD, AICP, CGIA, CID

Licensed Texas Irrigator #9265
Call Dr. Stovy, Lets Talk Water ... Because in our Business, Its all about the Water

427 Union Chapel Road Cedar Creek, Texas 78612
(0) 512-303-7680 (F) 512-303-7681 (C) 512-560-0010
E-mail: stovy@bowlinconsulting.com Web: www.bowlinconsulting.com

A Burnside Services, Inc.

Mass Grading » Site Construction

Golf Course * Athletic Field
Construction Construction

1110 Navasota Ridge Rd., Navasota, TX 77868
Office: 936-825-7090 e Fax: 936-825-8838
E-mail: bsi@burnside-services.com
www.burnside-services.com

Brent Ratcliff

GAIL%‘I{LAG
L VOO 6? "'l 713 - 819 - 1988
£SO

brentratcliff@comcast.net

1-800-621-5994

Visit our website @
www.gailsflags.com

Chris Mrosko

713 - 898 - 6252

cmrosko@cebridge.net
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ARBOR CARE, INC.

(Tree Care Specialists)

John Dailey
President
713-694-8898
Fax: 713-694-8895
336 McFarland Rd.
Houston, TX 77060
www.arborcarehouston.com

Millions of Branches to Serve You
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BROADLEAF HERBICIDE FOR TURF

Fastest —
Weed Control
EVER!

For your local Gordon'’s Distributor
visit PBI Gordon.com or call
Ernie Francois @ 512.507.0699

@ pbi/cordon
corporation
An Company

REDSTONE
—

Shell Houston Open

®

Paul Tessman Eric Glover
tessmanp@helenachemical.com glovere@helenachemical.com
832-596-8532 Mobile 409-766-0828 Mobile

OB N KickStand Rencl) RESERVOIR DESEON

Coutrolied-Reiossa Nitrogen 4-13-3

rep—

People...Products...Knowledge...
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TURF HERBIC IDE

in Southern
Turfgrass

For your local Gordon'’s Distributor
visit PBI Gordon.com or call
Ernie Francois @ 512.507.0699
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The Spirit of The Game lives here.
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The Shell Houston Open is the PGA TOUR's 10th oldest tournament and is conducted by the Houston Golf

Association. HGA has been bringing big time golf to the Greater Houston Area since 1946.

Monday (March 25) - Monday Pro-Am
Tuesday (March 26) - Practice Day
Wednesday (March 27) - Grand Pro-Am Day
Thursday (March 28) - First Round

Friday (March 29) - Second Round

Approximate tee times off No.1 and No.10 tees of the Redstone
Tournament Course from 7-8:50 AM and 11:30 AM-1:20 PM. Fol-
lowing completion of 36 holes, field will be trimmed to the low 70
scores and ties for the final rounds. The Golf Channel Network
coverage (3-5 PM). On-site parking now requires proper creden-
tials. General Parking available at the ecopark lot at Bush Air-

port where air-conditioned shuttle buses provide roundtrips for $5
per person. Hours of operation for Will Call locations at the main
tournament gate (7 AM-6 PM) and the satellite location (7:30 AM-
5:30 PM) at the corner of Mesa and Fall Creek Bend.

Saturday (March 30) - Third Round

Approximate tee times from 8:30 AM-12:45 PM off No.1 tee only
of the Redstone Tournament Course. The Golf Channel coverage
(noon-2 PM), NBC Sports coverage (2-5 PM).

Sunday (March 31) - Championship Round

Approximate tee times from 8:30 AM-12:45 PM off No.1 tee only
of the Redstone Tournament Course. The Golf Channel coverage
(noon-2 PM), NBC Sports coverage (2-5 PM). Championship
Presentation Ceremony on the 18th green immediately following
the determination of a Champion at approximately 5 PM.

® South Texas Members who would like to volunteer at the
Shell Houston Open, contact George Manuel
(golfcoursesupt@gmail.com).



http://www.arborcarehouston.com/
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GOLF COURSE SUPERINTENDENTS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

Hole Placement: It's all about location, location, location

Presented by the Golf Course Superintendents Association of America

Ever get the feeling that the golf course superintendent is out to get golfers by tucking the hole behind a bunker or hazard on every
green?

Superintendents have heard it all before. A golfer walks off a green and mutters, "What kind of idiot would put a pin there?"

Rest assured, there is a method to the madness for placing hole locations. As a rule, superintendents will set up the course using a
hole rotation with six placements in the front third of the green, six in the center, and six in the back with nine holes cut on the left
side of the green and nine on the right.

There are some deviations from this straightforward method. One involves dividing the putting surface into several sections or quad-
rants, but there is always a balance between locations in the front, center and back. That way, the overall length of the golf course
does not change from day to day.

It's customary to relocate the hole to a new position on the green each day, especially during a multi-day tournament. By cutting the
hole in different locations, the challenges posed to the golfers vary. Perhaps one hole location emphasizes a dangerous bunker located
adjacent to the green. Maybe a different hole location emphasizes the slope or crown of the green. Yet another location toward the
very front of the green may discourage the use of the bump-and-run shot. By varying the hole locations, a course can be made to test
the versatility of all competitors, forcing them to demonstrate proficiency in several aspects of the game.

But as the golf season progresses and the weather changes, green speeds increase and weekly rounds double. This can make it very
difficult to find a fair hole location where the turf is not worn. Since slowing down green speeds would entail altering Mother Nature,
this is usually not an option. Superintendents have to come up with other ways to simplify the selection of hole locations.

Superintendents will study the design of the hole as the architect intended it to be played. They take into account the length of the
shot to the green and how it may be affected by the probable conditions for the day -- that is, wind and other weather elements, con-
dition of the turfgrass from which the shot will be played and the holding quality of the green.

A proper hole location has enough putting surface between the hole and the front and sides of the green to accommodate the re-
quired shot. For example, if the hole requires a long iron or fairway wood to the green, the hole should be located deeper in the green
and farther from its sides than if the hole requires a short pitch shot. The hole should also be cut as nearly vertical as possible, not per-
pendicular to the contour of the green.

Because it takes three weeks for a cup to repair itself, the superintendent's rule of thumb is for every green to have approximately 21
hole locations - spots that are roughly flat for a yard in diameter.

Technology may also provide an answer to tougher hole locations. The return of hand-mowing has allowed bunkers and other hazards
to be moved closer to the edge of the greens. In the 1970s and '80s, the triplex riding mowers that were commonly used needed more
room to turn around. So a flagstick set at the edge of the green may in fact be closer to trouble than in years past. And though it's cus-
tomary for a hole location to be at least three to five paces from the edge of the green, there are no official USGA rules prohibiting
something even closer and more challenging.

Still, many superintendents will go to great lengths to give golfers a little extra information that can improve their scores and make
their round more enjoyable. Hole location sheets, fairway flags and GPS laser-guided yardages are all ways superintendents provide
information about hole locations on a daily basis.

For more information regarding golf course maintenance and etiquette, contact your local superintendent or the Golf Course Superin-
tendents Association of America at 800-472-7878 or www.gcsaa.org.
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Auction Items Needed! Products ¢ Fishing Trips ¢ Food and Cookouts

CIle for donaﬁon form Services 4 Sports Tickets 4 Discounts/Gift Cards

4 Hunting Trips 4 Golf Packages 4 Rounds of Golf for Rounds 4
Any and all items are welcome!

Thank you to those who have gotten in their donation early:
Bart Fox-Syngenta (4 items!), Jim Norris-John Deere Landscapes, Stan Ludwick-Cash Donation, Keith Watson-Turf Materials

Golf Rounds Donated for Live Auction or Rounds4Research (or BOTH!!): Brae Burn CC, Sterling CC, Riverbend CC, Galveston CC,
The Club at Carlton Woods,

THANK YOU TO OUR PLATINUM 2013 SPONSORS

@Turf Materials Inc.

Quality Sands J- HARGROVE
CONSTRUCTION

Distributed by

Resource Laboratories

% AmeriTurf

Your Success is our Priority

TECHNOLOGJES

‘ PO-OW iM/ QW Pumps, Motors & Controls, Inc.

Golf Course & Athletic Field Materials TREE AND LANDSCAPE
SERVICES

THANK YOU TO OUR GOLD 2013 Sponsors
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PROFESSIONAL PRODUCTS™ L,
where the future is growing™ Delivering Value

AMC Industries

@D by TBrookside
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PUMPING STATION SAI.AES & SERVICE

Be part of the future.
Donate a round today.

With Rounds 4 Research online auctions,
you can support the future of the game by
donating a round of golf. Funds raised

PUMPS, MOTORS TR s | L% : ) will help address a critical shortage of
& CONTROLS, INC. % ; resources for turfgrass research.

Auction dates:
June 6-16,2013
August 1-11,2013

PO Box 841383, Pearland, TX 77584
Support the future of the game b
Office: 281-485-4670 Sales: 281-772-0362 ANl o
Service: 837-756-8983 rounds4research.com
http://www.pmc-service.com info@pmc-service.com

Intelligent Use of Our Natural Resources

eParts & Service | N

» sPump & Motor
sControl Valves
sPLC's & HMI’s : ‘

*VFD Controls - B e ——L Inttats for Goit
¢ Conv. Controls | . Rounds ©
'LRJpgraft_ies P . Research
sRetrofits i |
eRermbte ; — ’ | Presented in partnership

A - s © > with The Toro Company TORO.
Monitoring ‘ :

Walden on Lake Houston
March 18, 2013 —9 am registration
Host: Bob Cook

Walden on Lake Houston was built in 1984 and is a Von Hagge / Delvin design. It is an 18 hole private course, 6781 yards par 72,
Century golf management facility.

| am Bob Cook, superintendent since October 2009 at Walden on Lake Houston. Golf Course superintendent since 1976 in Texas, Cali-

fornia, Georgia and Florida, all private facilities from 18 to 63 holes. There is nothing | would rather do. Married to Debbie Sue for 38

years with two beautiful daughters Ashlee and Jilian. My girls live in Salt Lake City, Utah and Tallahassee, Florida. The best part of this

business is “producing an environment for others to enjoy” (can’t be the money!), and maybe even more important, the friends made
at each stop that have enriched my life and those around me. | say Thanks to all of you for so many years of friendship.

Bob Cook will be speaking at the March meeting about People in our industry getting involved in what we do. With all the environmen-
tal concerns, political stands and golf’s stability we need to be prepared to stand up. The talk involves the how’s, why’s and way’s to

make this happen.
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Lessons Learned With Ultradwarf

Bermudagrasses in Florida

Observations from a decade of successful putting green management

BY TODD LOWE &

U ltradwarf bermudagrasses

(TifEagle, Champion, and Mini-Verde)
were developed in the 1990s and be-
gan being established on Florida golf
courses in 1997. These early pioneers
laid the groundwork for other golf
courses in the South to develop
maintenance practices that offered
improved putting green smoothness
and speed when compared to older
varieties like Tifdwarf or Tifgreen. Ear-
ly research showed TifEagle, Champi-
on, and Mini-Verde provided consist-
ently better playing conditions than
other varieties in university trials
(Morris, 2003), and such characteris-
tics have proven superior on golf
courses as well. In fact, ultradwarfs
have now become the standard for
putting greens in Florida. We have
learned many things about these
grasses in the past 15 years, and this
article addresses a few key observa-
tions that may surprise some readers
and hopefully will prove useful at your
facility. Every region is different re-
garding the effects of climate and
peak-season play, and these regional
observations may differ slightly from
yours, depending on location.

LESSON ONE

Ultradwarfs are not just for high-end golf
courses. One of the first lessons learned
is that ultradwarfs perform well under a
wide range of management regimes.
For the first few years, only high-end
golf facilities converted their greens to
ultradwarfs, and many of these golf
courses employed intensive turf man-
agement programs to produce fast
green speeds. Due mostly to the suc-
cess of these early programs, it was
thought that ultradwarfs required ag-
gressive surface management and low
mowing. These grasses soon became
analogous with championship condition-
ing and very fast speeds. Championship
conditioning through aggressive man-
agement deterred some golf courses
from converting to an ultradwarf early
on. It was not uncommon to hear com-
ments such as “an ultradwarf would not
be a good fit for our course because our
golfers cannot play on fast greens” or
“we can’t afford an ultradwarf because
we cannot verticut and topdress greens
every seven days.” While the ultrad-
warfs can produce faster speeds than
Tifdwarf, they can also produce similar
conditions, if desired. Over the past
decade, we have seen ultradwarfs be
successful on less-intensive programs,
and we have learned that they do not
require extremely low mowing or ag-
gressive verticutting to maintain ac-
ceptable playing conditions.

Light and frequent verticutting and sand topdressing are
adequate for maintaining good playing conditions on most
ultradwarf greens, but it is necessary to allow the time for
these practices to occur.

Every golf facility has its own unique set
of standards and expectations. Those

that demand firm and fast putting sur-
faces often employ an aggressive sur-
face management plan to achieve such
conditions. However, ultradwarfs can be
maintained under a less-intensive and
more economical agronomic plan while
producing speeds of 8 to 10 feet as
measured using a Stimpmeter, and
even faster during the winter play sea-
son. Some golf facilities also have ex-
cellent success with maintaining fast
greens without mowing low. Early on,
many ultradwarf greens were main-
tained at or below a height of cut of
0.10 inch to produce consistently fast
putting greens. While some golf cours-
es still mow low, we have observed
faster/smoother greens with innovative
fertility and grooming (Lowe, 2012).
These improved fertility programs have
resulted in consistent growth and playa-
bility, and they drastically reduced the
need for low mowing heights to provide
fast putting speeds. While this is a new
concept for many Florida golf course
superintendents, it has been success-
fully implemented at several golf cours-
es for nearly a decade. We are hopeful
these innovative programs will continue
to gain popularity as higher mowing
creates deeper roots and healthier turf.

(continued on page 9)
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It was originally thought that aggressive verticutting and sand top-

dressing were necessary to maintain proper thatch and surface
quality on all ultradwarf bermudagrass greens. Dethatching is still
employed on some greens but generally as part of summertime

core aerations.

LESSON TWO

Effective thatch management does notre-
quire overly aggressive cultivation. There
are a variety of core aeration and surface
management (verticutting, grooming, and
brushing) programs employed on Florida
golf courses. Early reports from turfgrass
researchers discussed the tendency of
ultradwarfs to produce more thatch and
organic matter than Tifdwarf bermu-
dagrass (Gray and White, 1999; Guertal
and White, 1998). As a result, aggressive
turf management programs were devel-
oped at many golf courses to dilute thatch
and organic matter. Early on, we visited
some golf courses that utilized as many as
five or more aerations annually using half-
inch-diameter hollow tines or larger. Since
then, aeration equipment technology has
improved and procedures have been re-
fined. Consequently, turf managers are
able to remove more soil cores with each
aeration event and increase organic matter
dilution (Lowe, 2011; Oatis, 2002; O’Brien
and Hartwiger, 2003). We have learned
that acceptable organic matter dilution can
take place with less invasive procedures
and less disruption to golfers. Furthermore,
other practices like “venting” with small-
diameter solid tines, also known as needle
or pencil tines, are also valuable, especial-
ly during the peak winter play season. Ver-
ticutting procedures for ultradwarf greens
have nearly come full circle. It was initially
thought that aggressive dethatching with
units like the Mataway, Graden, or SISIS
was going to be standard for ultradwarfs in
Florida. Turf thinning and slow recovery
occurred at some courses, and other im-
plements like carbide-tipped blades

became viable alternatives. Many courses
have simply continued “grooming” with thin-
bladed verticutters, along with prudent ni-
trogen fertility and frequent sand topdress-
ing to maintain excellent surface smooth-
ness. Light and frequent programs have
been the

most successful for good surface manage-
ment, and it is necessary to allow time for
such procedures to take place. Aggressive
verticutting/dethatching is still employed at
some courses, but it usually takes place in
conjunction with summertime core aeration.
Aeration and verticutting are still necessary
throughout the year to provide optimum
playability, but effective thatch manage-
ment requires a “holistic” program, begin-
ning with proper nitrogen inputs. We have
learned that the ultradwarfs, and perhaps
Tifdwarf as well, simply do not require as
much nitrogen as traditional programs for
bermudagrass putting greens. Historically,
putting greens in Florida have been main-
tained on annual diets as high as 18 to 24
pounds of nitrogen per 1,000 square feet
for Tifdwarf bermudagrass (especially over-
seeded Tifdwarf). Nitrogen fertility has
been reduced over the years with improved
product efficacy and the ability to “spoon-
feed” putting greens on a weekly basis.
While some researchers continue to advo-
cate very high nitrogen diets, USGA Green
Section agronomists feel that less nitrogen
is better for the turf and the game of golf.
The average fertilization program in Florida
is still quite high at 0.75 to 1 pound nitrogen
per 1,000 square feet per growing month,
but it is trending downwards, with many
golf facilities at nearly half that rate (Foy,
2011). Ultradwarfs perform well at lower
nitrogen inputs, but increased thatch man-
agement programs will be necessary to
provide acceptable playing conditions if
nitrogen fertility for ultradwarfs is kept
similar to Tifdwarf.

Encroachment from sur-
rounding rough-type ber-
mudagrass occurs on
ultradwarf

putting greens. This probe
was used to locate the
underlying gravel layer
that was

installed as part of putting
green construction, which
showed that the sur-
rounding

Tifway bermudagrass
encroached nearly two

LESSON THREE

Most ultradwarf greens are still growing
strong, but their lifespan remains a mystery.
A question asked during many Turfgrass
Advisory Service visits concerns the longevi-
ty of ultradwarf greens. The article Making a
Change mentioned that the ‘“lifespan” of
Tifdwarf greens in Florida averaged between
10 and 15 years (Foy, 2003). It also dis-
cussed several key factors to evaluate be-
fore renovating Tifdwarf bermudagrass
greens, including proper construction, loss
of surface area from encroachment, and off-
type contamination. It was initially thought
that maintaining lower mowing heights on
ultradwarf bermudagrasses would discour-
age encroachment from the surrounding
rough-type bermudagrass, yet such intru-
sions still occur on ultradwarf greens. En-
croachment reduces putting surface area
over time, and it is necessary to eventually
regrass/ renovate greens to recapture lost
putting surface perimeters. Off-type bermu-
dagrass contamination is a major concern
on Tifdwarf bermudagrass putting greens,
as they perform poorly at certain times of the
year and cause significant turf damage.
Some ultradwarf putting greens planted over
a decade ago are still quite pure and contin-
ue to provide excellent playing conditions.
However, we have seen a significant in-
crease in off-type bermudagrasses in ultrad-
warf putting greens in recent years (Lowe
and Foy, 2012). Off-types grow in size and
number each year, and maintaining consist-
ently good playing conditions can be a diffi-
cult task on putting greens with 40 percent
or more off-type contamination.

(continued on page 10)
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Many ultradwarf greens were originally heavily verticut,
but this practice became unpopular due to turf injury
and prolonged recovery.

If these off-types perform poorly, then it is rec-
ommended to renovate putting greens at some
point. We have also learned that ultradwarfs
are not bulletproof and are still stressed by
similar factors that cause decline on Tifdwarf
bermudagrass greens, including poor drain-
age, shade, and nematodes. A less-expensive

alternative to conventional putting-
green renovation is no-till regrassing,
where the turf and underlying soil are
left intact and ultradwarf sprigs are
planted into existing putting greens. It
is unreasonable to expect significant-
ly better playing conditions with ul-
tradwarfs on putting greens that have
failed previously with other grasses,
unless the reasons for failure are
addressed. Also, ultradwarfs are
poor competitors and generally can-
not overtake other grasses, even at
low mowing heights. Increased off-
types (most likely re-emergence of
the previous grass) have been ob-
served on many putting greens re-
established using no-till methods
throughout Florida.

In closing, perhaps the greatest ben-
efit of being a USGA agronomist is
visiting so many golf course superin-
tendents and learning from their suc-
cesses and failures. Superintendents
are like chefs in that they all use dif-
ferent ingredients and recipes. While
some superintendents still mow low,
aggressively cultivate/

ATH ICK O’DAY
5923 CR 931
aron, Texas 77583

" FAX: 281-485-0962
il:"patrick-oday @sbcglobal.net

rookside

Equipment Sales, Inc.

verticut, and apply more nitrogen
than is needed to produce quality
surfaces, others have learned better
techniques for managing their
greens. The ultradwarfs burst onto
the golf course scene over a dec-
ade ago, and we continue to im-
prove techniques, refine fertility
practices, and lower economic in-
puts, all the while providing condi-
tions ranging from acceptable for
the budgetconscious golfer to put-
ting surfaces worthy of hosting the
best players in

the world.
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Golf Sales
713-943-7100

Golf Parts & Service

281-353-0204
800-313-9848

JohnDeereGolf@BrooksideUSA.com
www.BrooksideUSA.com €

Y JOHN DEERE GOLF
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January 22, 2013—Stephen F. Austin Golf Club

Thank you to Doug Browne and all the staff at SFA for such a great day! Always a pleasure to

Gross Results

Smelser/Gill/Polio 59 First Gross
Webster/Johnson B./Knowles 61
Cleavingers/Tessman/Wilson S. 62
Mounday/Holley/Fultz 62
Borowski/Hargrove/Riley 62
Neuendorff/Stephens/Walker 62
Browne/Browne/Ford 62
Lotton/Chernosky/Littlefield 64
Barclay/Warms/Buckner 64
Wilson/Tennant/Lineberger 64
Bancroft/Tanner/Cole 65
Baughman/Johnson M./Terry 66
Hess/Takushi/Johnston 66
Kane/Noska/Elliott 66
Atchison/Gravett/Marchand 67
Light/Zuniga/Neely 67
Haven/Fairall/Holt 67
Wilagnowski/Homeyer/Dickerson 67
Finke/Hutchins/Glover 67
Ludwick/Cook/Yewens 68
Tolber/Rhoden/Freeman 69
Ratcliff/Cincotta/Schuette 70
Abetz/Monroe/Thomas 72
Samoff/Anderson/Weinstroer 74

come out to Sealy!

Golf Results

Blind Draw Winners
Tolber/Rhoden/Freeman
Ratcliff/Cincotta/Schuette

Proximity Winners
CTP Hole #2 12 Hcp and under
Chris Webster
CTP Hole #2 13 Hcp and up
Jr. Schuette

Long Drive #4 12 Hcp and under
Pat Neuendorff
Long Drive #4 13 Hcp and up
Ben Hutchins

Paid the first and last gross and net. Blind draw
from all the non-winners for other two prizes.

Thank you, Allison "Alli" Jarrett
USGA Director, South Region

"Rules of Golf & Making the Game
More Fun"

Net Results

Neuendorff/Stephens/Walker 55
First Net

Smelser/Gill/Polios 55
Borowski/Hargrove G./Riley 57
Baughman/Johnson M./Terry 57
Kane/Noska/Elliott 57
Mounday/Holley/Fultz 57
Webster/Knowles/Johnston 57
Finke/Hutchins/Glover 57
Bancroft/Tanner/Cole 58
Cleavingers/Tessman/Wilson 58
Light/Zuniga/Neely 59
Wilson/Tennant/Lineberger 59
Atchison/Gravett/Marchand 60
Hess/Takushi/Johnston 60
Hargrove/Gray/Huntsman 60
Browne/Ford/Browne 60
Barclay/Warms/Buckner 61
Tolbert/Rhoden/Freeman 62
Lotton/Chernosky/Littlefield 63
Haven/Holt/Fairall 63
Wilagnowski/Homeyer/Dickerson 63
Ludwick/Cook/Yewens 63
Abetz/Monroe/Thomas 63
Taylor/Gallegos/Wickliffe 64
Samoff/Anderson/Wienstroer 64
Ratcliff/Cincotta/Schuette 65
Baker/Skarpa/Adair 65

McCullough/Plowman/Addison 67
Last Net
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MaTtléﬁaB Turf Mater|als Inc_ P.0. Box 1194

Rowlett, TX

75030
Quality Sands

USGA Golf Sand
Greens Construction/Topdressing

and Bunker Sand

KEITH WATSON Champion Select
keith@turfmaterials.com

S—— Topdressing Sand

Finer version of our USGA

9 7 2 n 4 1 2 n 3 42 5 Topdressing Sand | g S%‘m §@
R - Q) 6 ‘%

Managers Association

www.turfmaterials.com L B2 geaalh &

Photos from January 9, 2013 Pesticide Renewal Class

@
Thank You to BWI and Turfsmith for providing Donuts and Drinks bwl

Thank you to Robert “Skip” Richter of Texas AgriExtension Office for securing the speakers:

* Mr. Perry Cervantes, TX Dept. Agriculture * Mr. Paul Nester, Texas A&M Agrilife Extension (Harris County) * Dr. Young Ki-Jo, Texas
A&M AgriLife Extension (Plant Pathology) * Dr. Mark Matocha, Texas A&M Agrilife Extension (Agriculture and Environmental Safety)
* Mr. Robert “Skip” Richter, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service

And off course, Bayou City Catfish for catering!

Mr. Perry Cervantes
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~Quote of the Month~

1t 7s almost impossible (o remember how (ragic 4 place this world s when one is playing golf! ~Robert Lynd

GCSAA

GOLF COURSE SUPERINTENDENTS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

Lone Star Chapter Photos from the Lone Star GCSA Reception in San Diego
0 Great job, once again, Karen White and the Lone Star Board for hosting a great event!

N

< )
" Yy 8olf industry show

RINEHART TRUCKING

Golf Course & Athletic Field Materials

Top Dressing USGA Sand & Mixes
Bunker Sand Rock

Mulch Fill Dirt/Bank Sand

We offer several materials for your -
Maintenance and Construction needs. R OntTIonErS
Sue Rinehart Warren Algaecides
Ph: 281-432-7263 800-831-SAND (7263) Fungicides
Fax: 888-223-2924 suehart@sbcglobal.net -Ierblcldes 2
. ] o ectlbldes
Providing Quality & Service in the 3 8
: ppl cators P i
Houston and surrounding areas for over... ]
Nu nents\ il

bwl BWI Schulenburg 800 460 9713 L
www.bwicompanies.com



http://www.bwicompanies.com/

Tee To Green March 2013

2013 Board of Directors

President: e Affiliate: Treasurer: Ben Fultz Director: Eric Bauer

Sean Wilson, CGCS 7 €8] | Mark Baughman - Wildcat Golf Club The Club at Carlton Woods
The Club at Falcon Point | AMC Industries 713.447.0154 \ y 281.863.5891
281.392.6573 - 713.849.1910 ‘

Vice President: Blayne Sparks Affiliate: Director: Cody Spivey r— Director: Steven Chernosky
The Wilderness Golf Club Brandon Cole High Meadow Ranch GC & 2 - Sterling Country Club
979.798.0888 PTP 281.356.7700 3 281.304.1400
713.983.0700 s B

Director: Chris Lineberger o Director: Jeff Smelser, CGCS Director: Randy Samoff Past President: Mark Haven
Sugar Creek Country Club Galveston Country Club Redstone Golf Club 2 Texas A&M Golf Course
281.242.6780 || | 409.737.9826 281.459.7879 L 979.845.1925

If you would like to be featured in Tee To Green, please email a short biography along with 3-4
photos for our section, “Member Profiles”

Irrigation 4 Golf 4 Industrial

Feed Your Greens & Fairways e e s
e Wireless Irrigation

with Quality P r oducts e Seed | Fertilizer | PGRs
ﬁom EWIIlg * Insecticides | Fungicides

Hunter (BEST) gy johneonts

FIND US: TALK TO US:

www.ewing1.com/texas golf@ewing1.com
MEMBER GOLF & TURF PRODUCTS | IRRIGATION | LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES | HARDSCAPES | LIGHTING & WATER FEATURES

Central Texas GCSA (Mike Chandler)—254-681-0725 www.ctgcsa.org Texas Turf Grass Association (Shirley Duble)-979.690.2201
www.texasturf.com

Lone Star GCSA (Karen White)-972.307.8162 www.|sgcsa.org

South Texas GCSA (Marian Takushi)- 281.494.0094 www.stgcsa.org
North Texas GCSA (Lori Goodrich)— 817.377.4552 www.ntgcsa.org outh Texas EIEIUELEE WWW. 5185901

West T GCSA (Daysha Ch -877.331.5560 .wtgcsa.org
Texas Gulf Coast SA (Darlene Curlee)-877.448.9944 www.tgcsa.org estiexas (Daysha Cheyne) S



mailto:sean.wilson@ourclub.com
mailto:mbaughman@amcindustries.com
mailto:bigben_baz@yahoo.com
mailto:ebauer@thewoodlands.com
mailto:bsparks@kempersports.com
mailto:coleb@proturf.com
mailto:cspivey@highmeadowranchgolf.com
mailto::schernosky@houstonnationalgolf.com
mailto:clineberger@sugarcreekcctexas.com
mailto:gcsupttx18@aol.com
mailto:rsamoff@redstonegolfcllub.com
mailto:mhaven@rec.tamu.edu
http://www.ctgcsa.org
http://www.lsgcsa.org
http://www.ntgcsa.org
http://www.tgcsa.org
http://www.texasturf.com
http://www.stgcsa.org
http://www.wtgcsa.org/
http://www.ewing1.com/
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TexasCrushedBase.com

Online Resource for Texas Aggregate & Base Materials, Inc.

TEXAS AGGREGATE & BASE MATERIALS, INC.

Quality Golf Course Materials

* TOPDRESSING * BUNKER SAND » SEEDBED ~*
* CUSTOM SAND/ORGANIC BLENDS *
* FULL-LINE OF PROJECT AGGREGATE » SANDS ARE USGA SPECS *
* NO FUEL CHARGES ~*

Steven Stulce, Owner
ssstulce@aol.com
281-808-1223

Attention all Members!

To all of you who golf at the
monthly meetings and
tournaments
-concerning all monies leftover
from skins and prizes awarded at
meetings -

Starting in 2013, if you win money at a golf event, the
money must be picked up within two meetings after the
prize was won or the money will be donated to the
scholarship fund. This change is due to the tournament
committee having to keep up with winnings for extend-
ed periods of time, sometimes over a year. Winners are
posted online within a few days of the event so you can
determine if you have prizes waiting for you well before
the next event.
Prize and skin money will not be mailed.
Thank you for understanding this new policy!
*Guests are not eligible to win prize money*

www.TexasCrushedBase.com

22136 Westheimer Parkway Suite 213
Katy, Texas 77450
(Fax) 281-392-8506

YouRrR Success 1s ourR PRIORITY

Authorized full line distributors for the following brands:

NGreen
S|ndustries

Fertigation
1IQUATROLS’

WALE PO

CIVitAs °
- PrimeraCne.

fungicide

RedoXTURF

5 7

Chris Mrosko 713.898.6252 Chris@ameriturf.com
Brent Ratcliff 713.819.1988 Brent@ameriturf.com

Office (877) 441-8873 www.ameriturf.com



http://www.texascrushedbase.com/
http://www.ameriturf.com/

