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The time has come to begin submitting nominations for the South
Texas Golf Course Superintendents Association’s 2010 Sonny DuBose
Superintendent of the Year Award.

The award is in the third year of its history. That’s not quite long
enough to call it a tradition, but it has those kinds of trappings.

The award is named, for instance, in memory of one of the STGC-
SA’s founding members and a man who had a lasting and positive
effect on the profession and his fellow superintendents.

Terry Gill and Johnny Walker, the recipients in 2008 and 2009, ful-
filled the purposes for which the award was created. . . to honor both
the award’s namesake and superintendent who have made significant
and continual contributions to the industry and the Chapter. There is
no doubt the 2010 honoree will continue to build on that foundation.

The nomination process will begin with the mailing of nomination
forms in late June or early July. While the process remains basically
the same as last year, there is one significant change that requires the
assistance of the STGCSA’s members.

In the past, the forms have been mailed to general addressees . . .
Attn: General Manger, etc., at the area’s golf facilities. This year, you

are being asked to provide the name
of your facility’s lead management
person to insure the form reaches the
proper destination.

“Our goal is to get the forms into
the hands of a manager responsible
for supervision of a golf course
superintendent,” explains Russell
Birkhimer, one of the co-chairmen of
the STPGA’s Public Relations Com-
mittee, which will coordinate the
nominations process. “We want to
make sure as many deserving super-
intendents as possible are nominat-
ed, and we feel like we’ll get better
response if we mail the forms to spe-
cific people rather than a general
addressee.”

Nominations may be made by the
general managers and head golf pro-
fessionals at golf facilities through-
out the Chapter’s geographical terri-

tory, and, where appropriate, to the chairmen of Greens Committees.
In addition, any STGCSA member in good standing may submit a

nomination. Please keep in mind, however, that all eligible nominees
must be STGCSA members in good standing, have been members of
the STGCSA for a minimum of five consecutive years and must not
have previously won the award.

The STGCSA’s Public Relations Committee, led by Co-Chairmen
Birkhimer and Brandon Cole, will then review the nominations, select
a set of finalists and then visit each finalist’s facility for a tour and an
interview. The information gained from those visits and the respective
nominations letters will then be presented to the STGCSA’s members
during the Chapter’s Annual Meeting, set for Nov. 8 at BraeBurn Coun-
try Club.

The members will then vote for their choice as the recipient of the
2010 award, and the honor will be announced during a presentation
ceremony at the 2010 STGCSA Awards Banquet and Awards Ceremony
in December.

A nomination form will be posted on the Chapter web site as soon
as it becomes available. The deadline for submitting a nomination will
be Sept. 30, 2010. 

Please take time to submit your
choice for the award and help recog-
nize one of your fellow members.

“There are many superintendents
in our Chapter who are deserving of
our recognition for the work they do
to help our organization and our pro-
fession,” says Birkhimer. “The
Sonny DuBose Superintendent of the
Year Award is our only means of for-
malizing that recognition, and it
deserves our careful thought and con-
sideration.”

“Our careers and lives have been
tremendously affected by profession-
als like Sonny DuBose, Terry Gill
and Johnny Walker,” Brikhimer adds.
“I hope all our members will take
part in the process of honoring
another of our members who falls
into that same category.”

Who will you nominate?

Terry Gill
2008

Sonny DuBose 
Superintendent of the Year

Johnny Walker
2009

Sonny DuBose 
Superintendent of the Year



Think back to my President’s Message in the May issue of Tee to
Green, and you may remember reading a reminder about our adjusted
schedule of monthly meetings. The last couple of paragraphs were a
reminder that there would be no July meeting or Tee to Green.

There has been a flurry of activity on that front in the past several
weeks, and . . . this is important . . . our Superintendent/Pro and Mem-
ber/Member Tournament will now be held in July.

There is no point in going into the details. Instead, I’ll simply say
that circumstances well beyond our control resulted in a date and loca-
tion change. Originally scheduled for Aug. 2 at Raveneaux Country
Club, the 2010 STGCSA Superintendent/Pro and Member/Member
tournament will now take place July 19 at Houston Country Club (and
there will be no meeting in August).

Hopefully, you’re getting notice early enough to adjust your plans
accordingly and even get a little excited . . . our members have always
enjoyed visits to Raveneaux, but a trip to Houston Country Club is a
special occasion, and we owe Superintendent Kevin Borowski a deep
debt of gratitude for making arrangements for the club to host our
event on such short notice.

Details about the Superintendent/Pro and Member/Member event
can be found on the opposite page, on the entry form inserted in this
issue of Tee to Green and on our web site (www.stgcsa.org), so please
have a look, find a partner (we’ll find one for you if need be) and come
play in one of the most enjoyable events of every year.

•  •  •  •
The 2010 South Texas Golf Course Superintendents Association

Chapter Championship is in the books, and congratulations are in
order. Chris Webster posted an impressive 36-hole total of 72-78—
150 (at Southwyck Golf Club and Blackhorse Golf Club, respectively)

to take the top spot for this year. Web-
ster finished four strokes up on Bret
Barclay to take the top spot and
deserves a “job well done” pat on the
back.

So, too, do the winners of each
flight. Blayne Sparks won the First
Flight with a score of 81-82—163,
Charlie Rizzo posted a score of 83-87—
170 to win the Second Flight and Eric
Glover tallied a net 131 for the top spot
in the Third Flight.

The top three spots in each flight and
the winners of the tournament’s “Spe-
cial Contests” (closest-to-the-hole,
long drive) can be found in the “Upcoming Events” section of our web
site, but I’ll add here that it was a great tournament at a couple of great
courses.

Our appreciation of the work Brandon Crumpler and his team at
Southwyck put in for the first round was described in the May issue of
Tee to Green, so I’ll use some of my space this month to express simi-
lar thoughts about Johnny Walker and the staff at Blackhorse.

They went out of their way to make us feel welcome and to make
sure each and every player in the tournament enjoyed their time at
Blackhorse, and they were very successful in that regard. Our gratitude
runs deep for the effort they expended.

A word of thanks, too, goes out to Gary Brooks of Bayer Environ-
mental Science. His presentation was well within keeping of our
efforts to provide the people who attend our meetings receive the value
their time deserves.

Those thoughts in mind, we’ve reached the halfway point of 2010
and I’d like to know how you think we’re going this year.

Your officers and Board are working continually to provide services
and events that are worthy of your membership in the STGCSA, and
that work never stops. The adjustment to our schedule for July and
August was a complete surprise, of course, but we’ve done our best to
maintain the momentum we built during the first months of the year.
We’re focused on the Superintendent/Pro tournament now, and on the
potential changes to our newsletter and web site, not to mention our
regularly scheduled meeting in June (which George Cincotta will host
at Riverbend Country Club on June 14).

What I would like from you is some feedback. It’s pretty easy for
those of us in office or on the Board to become a bit isolated from the
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Top Dressing Sand

Organic Mixes

Bunker Sand

Mulches

Gravel/Stone

Bank Sand

Office: 281-432-SAND (7263)
800-831-SAND (7263)

Fax: 281-593-2700

Sue Rinehart Warren    •    Keith Watson
Specializing in Golf Course & Athletic Field Sand.

Serving the area since 1983.
We’ll take your call anytime.

continued on page 3



JUNE MEEJUNE MEETINGTING
Monday, June 14, 2010
Riverbend Country Club

1214 Dulles Ave., Sugar Land, TX 77478 
Host Superintendent — George Cincotta

Registration: 8:30 a.m.    Lunch: 11:30-12:30

Meeting Topic:
“Diseases That Affect Bermudagrass”

Steve Kammerer, Syngenta

Golf: Modified 1-2-3 Format, After Lunch 

Cost: $55

Please RSVP by June 11 by calling 
Marian Takushi at 281-494-0094, by e-mail at 

stgcsa@windstream.net or through the direct link 
on the “Upcoming Events” page of www.stgcsa.org.

REMINDER:
You must arrive by 9:45 a.m. to play golf

Directions to Riverbend Country Club:  
Take the Southwest Freeway (U.S. 59) south to the 
first exit after the Sam Houston Toll Road. Stay on 

the W. Airport/ Kirkwood exit feeder through the 
first light at Airport and turn left at the second light 

at Kirkwood, which turns into Dulles after you cross 
the railroad tracks at Hwy. 90. Riverbend is on 

the right, exactly 2.3 miles from the freeway

Coming Up Next! Date Change!

July 19
Superintendent/Pro 

and Member/Member
Tournament

Houston Country Club
Host Superintendent: Kevin Borowski
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Membership Moves
Todd Martin has rejoined the STGCSA, this time around as the

South/Central distributor for Texas Turfscapes, and is one of six addi-
tions to the Chapter’s membership roster this month.

Also joining up are: Vince Gallegos, sales representative for Sand
Express; Scott Sipes, sales representative for All Seasons Turf; Scott
Roberson, assistant superintendent at Kingwood Country Club; and
Bob Bryant, president of Bryant Taylor Gordon Golf out of Costa
Mesa, Calif.

Like Martin, Arthur Milberger is a returning member— he’s back
with the group as a senior sales/project manager for King Ranch Turf.

Welcome to all . . .

Your Complete Tree and Landscape Company

Free Estimates
713-462-3261

Please call Ed Schultheis
www.embarktreecare.com

Quality Petroleum Products Since 1958

The Hurt Company, Inc.
3310 Alice St., Houston, TX 77021

Carl Tolbert
713-320-5947 (phone)  •  281-789-4291 (fax)

E-mail: tolbertch@aol.com

“Authorized Marketer”
Customer-Focused Solutions

CHEVRON LUBRICANTS

2011 Col. John Morley 
Distinguished Service Award

Do you know someone who has made an outstanding contribution to
the advancement of the golf course management profession?  If so,
please consider nominating them for the 2011 Col. John Morley Dis-
tinguished Service Award (DSA). 

The contribution must be significant in both substance and dura-
tion, and may be regional in nature. Nominations must be received by
July 29, 2010. 

Winner(s) will be recognized at the 2011 GCSAA Education Confer-
ence in Orlando. For additional information, please go to
www.gcsaa.org and select Awards, within the “My Community” sec-
tion of the website.
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WATER
O’DAY

Drilling Company
INCORPORATED

PATRICK O’DAY
5923 CR 931

Rosharon, Texas 77583

Tel: 281-485-1330
Tel: 800-856-6329

FAX: 281-485-0962
E-Mail: patrick-oday@sbcglobal.net

TOMMY BURNSIDE JAKE BURNSIDE
VICE-PRESIDENT CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER

BBUURRNNSSIIDDEE 
SSEERRVVIICCEESS,, IINNCC..

         

• Athletic 
Field 
Construction

• Mass
Grading

1110 Navasota Ridge Rd., Navasota, TX 77868
Office: 936-825-7090  •  Fax: 936-825-8838

E-mail: bsi@burnside-services.com
www.burnside-services.com

• Golf 
Course 
Construction

• Site
Construction

Superintendent Wanted
Swanson Golf Center

6224 Theall Rd., Houston, TX 77066
Please contact Matt Swanson at 281-814-5752

Assistant Superintendent Needed
Tour 18 Golf Course

Please contact Todd Stephens, CGCS, at:
Phone: 7113-253-1043 • E-mail: tstephens@palmergolf.com

Golf Course/Landscape Instructor Position Available
Western Texas College — Snyder, Texas

Send applications to: Human Resources, Western Texas College
6200 College Ave., Snyder, TX 79549-9502

Second Assistant/Spray Technician Wanted
Canongate at Magnolia Creek & 

South Shore Harbour Country Club
Please contact: Brent Schilhab

Phone: 281-705-7861 • E-mail: bschilhab@canongategolf.com

Second Assistant Superintendent Needed
The Woodlands Country Club (Tournament Course)

Please contact: Russell Birkhimer, Golf Course Superintendent
The Woodlands Country Club

Phone:281-863-1567, ext. 3 • E-mail: rbirkhimer@canongategolf.com

Please visit the “Classified” page of www.stgcsa.org for 
updated Bulletin Board information.

BULLEBULLETIN BOARDTIN BOARD

ARBOR CARE INC.
(Tree Care Specialists)

John J. Dailey
President

713-694-8898
Fax: 713-694-8895
336 McFarland Rd.
Houston, TX 77060

WWee AApppprreecciiaattee YYoouurr SSuuppppoorrtt
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Dennis Dickson
281-844-5538  •  troutslime@hotmail.com

1-800-621-5994
www.gailsflags.com

What you 
need.
When you 
need it.

Agronomic Sales Rep

Jim Norris, GSR  281-802-3441
Mark Gillock, SOW  832-989-6773

JohnDeere.com/Golf

We offer a comprehensive selection of industry basic manufac-
turer products, and LESCO products. Plus the expertise to help
answer to help answer what will and won’t work on your course.
So call, and see how you can Consider us part of your crew.

EXPERTISE
Included with every 

agronomic purchase.

44847-45312

Rod Hruza
Phone: 210-323-2292

Email: 
hruzar@helenachemical.com

HELENA CHEMICAL COMPANY
Toll Free: 866-HELENA (243-5362)

El Campo: 979-543-6268  •  Schertz: 877-651-3552

Paul Tessman
Phone: 832-596-8532

Email: 
TessmanP@helenachemical.com

general membership. In our question to improve our organization, we
try our best to not let that happen, but if we don’t hear from you, it
sometimes becomes difficult to judge the direction our members would
like to see the Chapter take.

So, when you have the time, please take a few moments to call me
or another member of our leadership team and let us know how you
think we’re going and what your ideas for our future might be.

— Willy Plowman

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
continued from page1

                



June14
Riverbend Country Club

Host Superintendent: George Cincotta

July 25-27
Texas Turfgrass Association Summer Conference

Corpus Christi

July 19
Superintendent/Pro or Member/Member Tournament

Houston Country Club
Host Superintendent: Kevin Borowski

September 19-21
LSGCSA Texas Trophy Tournament

Horseshoe Bay Resort - Horseshoe Bay

October 11
Member-Guest

Evergreen Point Golf Course
Host Superintendent: Dennis Klene

November 8
Annual Meeting — Braeburn Country Club

Host Superintendent: Terry Gill

November 29 - December 1
Texas Turfgrass Association Annual Conference

Fort Worth

2010  STGCSA SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

For additional details about each monthly meeting 
and golf outing, please visit the 

“Upcoming Events”  page of www.stgcsa.org.

                    


