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From the Oscars to the Espys and at all
points in between, professional organizations
and their members almost always make an
annual effort to recognize significant achieve-
ments and contributions from within their
ranks.

And now, 50 years following its creation, so
will the South Texas Golf Course Superinten-
dents Association. This year, for the first time
ever, the Chapter will honor one member with
an award named for one of its founding mem-
bers.

The Sonny DuBose Superintendent of the
Year Award recipient will be chosen by the
STGCSA’s members at the Chapter’s 2008
Annual Meeting and will be formally presented
at the STGCSA’s annual Christmas Party in
December.

“I think this is a ‘must’ step for our organiza-
tion,” said Roger Goettsch, CGCS, president of
the Chapter. “We need to do it as a way to honor members who
dedicate themselves to our mission.”

And, he adds, “It is only fitting that the award be named for
Sonny DuBose and created in the year of his passing. Everyone
knows how much he contributed to our Chapter. This will help us
keep his memory alive throughout the years to come.”

Goettsch points to the establishment of the award as one of the
primary goals of his presidency.

“Creating awards has been suggested several times during past
years, but for a variety of reasons, we’ve never taken the final
step. I think it’s time to move forward with it,” he said. “It’s
always a positive thing to recognize our members for what they’ve
accomplished professionally and what they’ve done for our organ-
ization. This will give us a formal opportunity to do so.”

Goettsch asked STGCSA Director Wade Warms, CGCS, to take

the lead in establishing the criteria and procedures
for selecting a recipient, and he did just that, making
numerous telephone calls to members of Chapters in
which such awards have existed for some time, pre-
senting his findings to the STGCSA Board of Direc-
tors and then organizing for presentation to the
STGCSA membership and others who will be asked
for nominations.

The results include two basic qualifications— a
nominee must have been a Superintendent Member
of the STGCSA in good standing for five consecu-
tive years to be considered for the award, and must
not have won the award in any of the previous three
years.

Nominations will be solicited (and accepted) by
the Nominating Committee, which will include the
members of the Chapter’s Public Relations Commit-
tee. This year’s Nominating Committee consists of
Warms, Public Relations Committee Chairman Ed
Schultheis, Mark Baughman and Lee Gravett.

Any STGCSA member in good standing may submit a nomina-
tion, and nominations will also be solicited from club officials,
general managers and head golf professionals at facilities where
the golf course superintendent is a qualified STGCSA member.

Nomination information will be mailed to those individuals in
the coming weeks, and those making nominations will be asked to
do so in the form of a typed, single-page letter that includes rea-
sons why the nominee should be considered for the award. Nomi-
nations will be accepted through Sept. 30, 2008.

Following that deadline, the Nominating Committee will review
the applications and submit them to the STGCSA Board of Direc-
tors, which, in turn, will select a minimum of two and a maximum
of six “finalists.”

The finalists will then be presented to the attendees at the

STGCSA creates the 
Sonny DuBose Superintendent of the Year award

New award will honor an
oustanding member of the
STGCSA each year and
founding member Sonny

DuBose in perpetuity.

continued on page 7

      



Greetings to all! June is here and we’re almost halfway through
2008. We’ve accomplished a lot, I think, on and off the course, but
there is still plenty to do (and lots of golf to be played).

The Lone Star Texas Cup at Briggs Ranch in San Antonio, by
the way, turned out to be a great event. It was very well attended,
with South Texas members making up approximately a third of
the field.

Jeff Jowell and Sean Wilson, two of the STGCSA’s Certified
Golf Course Superintendents, team up to lead our Chapter’s con-
tingent, posting a score of 65 and a scorecard playoff win for sec-
ond place in the gross division of the tournament. Doug Browne
and his brother, Bobby, also shot 65 and ended up in third place.

.Seems everyone wanted to get out and enjoy the Texas Hill
Country . . . a little change of pace is always good, right? Accord-
ingly, playing in the tournament gave me (and others, I’m sure)
the chance to visit with people I had not seen for several months,
and that’s a good thing, too. 

For those of us in the STGCSA, Wildcat Golf Club will host
our next meeting on June 10. Consider the theme to be “a little
change.” We’ve never been to Wildcat before and I know every-
one is looking forward to it. I believe it will be a great place to try
the “change” theory, and with the club’s Highland Course being so
high (for the Houston area, that is), we’re almost sure to get a
good dose of wind to test our games.

I hope to see as many people as possible at Wildcat, and I hope
they’ll all earn their extra Top 20 points by providing Marian

Takushi with an early
RSVP.

There’s another change
coming later this year. If
you have not heard, the
Administaff Small Busi-
ness Classic Champions
Tour event has relocated
to The Woodlands Coun-
try Club’s East Course
(the former TPC layout)
and will be held the week
of Oct. 13-19.

The move should
prove to be a positive for
everyone involved. The
STGCSA will be, once
again, providing marshals
for the tournament’s practice facilities.

I’ll be there . . . it gives me the chance to work with my fellow
members more closely than I can during the Shell Houston Open .
. . and I hope you will be, too. 

The change in locales, I’m guessing will create the chance for
some of our members who were not able to participate in the past
to do so this time around, and I know we’ll all enjoy seeing the
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continued on page 7

June MeetingJune Meeting
Tuesday, June 10, 2008

Wildcat Golf Club (Highlands Course)
Host Superintendent — Don Hoos

Please RSVP by June 6 by calling 
Marian Takushi at 281-494-0094 

or by e-mail at stgcsa@windstream.net.

Speaker: TBA

Registration: 9 a.m. Lunch: 11:30-12:30

Golf: After Lunch Cost: $55

Reminders:
— You must arrive by 10:15 to play golf.

— You may bring a non-member guest to one
STGCSA Monthly Meeting per year (only).

Directions: 
Located at 12000 Almeda Rd., south of Loop

610 South and north of the South Sam Houston
Tollway. Take the Almeda Rd. exit from either.

Wildcat Golf Club is on the west side of Almeda
Rd., about halfway between 610 and the Tollway.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
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Dermatologist Dr. Elizabeth Hale knows that the unprotected
sun exposure people often seek can result in skin damage, prema-
ture aging or even certain types of skin cancer. "When the tan
shows, the cellular damage is already done," she warns. In fact,
according to the Skin Cancer Foundation, one blistering sunburn
when you are young more than doubles your chance of developing
a melanoma later in life.

So when spending time outside, protecting your skin from dam-
aging UVA and UVB rays is critical. "I recommend using a broad-
spectrum sunscreen that provides UVA/UVB protection with a
high SPF," says Hale. She also says to remember that the sun’s
rays are ever present. UV rays penetrate clouds, reflect off snow
and UVA rays even pass through glass. Although you may be
tempted by the allure of a tan today, the damage you’ll do could
make you look a whole lot worse in the future.

More guidelines from Dr. Hale:
• Apply. Apply. Apply. Because the sun may cause damage

immediately, don’t forget to apply sunscreen before you go into
the sun. Reapply every 80 minutes and after swimming, toweling
off or sweating even if the sunscreen is waterproof and sweat-
proof.

• When you think you have applied enough, apply more. It
takes at least one ounce of sunscreen to properly protect your face
and body. With sun protection, more really is better.

• If your shadow is shorter than you are, the sun’s rays are at

their strongest. Cover up with sun protective clothing, such as a
hat and sunglasses and head for the shade.

• Choose a sunscreen that you’ll actually use. If it feels good on
your skin and is easy to use, you’ll be more likely to reapply.

• Products that withstand the elements are key. Whether you are
working or playing outdoors use a sunscreen that is waterproof
and ultra-sweatproof so it won’t run into your eyes and sting.

• See a dermatologist once a year for a skin check no matter
what your age. If detected early, melanoma has survival rates of
about 99 percent.

This article was taken from the April 3, 2008, issue of 
Golf Course Management NewsWeekly.

Tips to Practice "Safe Sun"

Make 
your plans

The Moody Gardens Hotel in Galveston will host
the 2008 Texas Turfgrass Association Summer
Conference on July 20-22.

Registration information and forms may be
secured by visiting www.texasturf.com or by calling
the Texas Turfgrass Association at 979-690-2201.
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Bentgrass seed: 
Buy three, get one free.

Buy three pails of our most popular 
bentgrass products and we’ll give you one 
free. Sale ends June 27, 2008.

Contact your agronomic sales 
representative or call 800-321-5325.

Purchase must be of the same product. Some restrictions may apply. See your 
agronomic sales rep for details. Offer good 4/14/08 Till 6/27/2008.

We’ve got the solution
for your reseeding problem.

Ve
rt

is
 Q

C
A

13
00

 1
9t

h 
St

re
et

, S
ui

te
 2

00
Ea

st
 M

ol
in

e,
 IL

 6
12

44

08-2989

Tee To Green

Out of Bounds: 
Attracting Purple Martins to your

golf course
By Dr. Anthony Camerino

Purple Martins are cavity-
nesting insectivorous song birds.
Weighing about 1.75 ounces and
having a wingspan of 15 inches,
the Purple Martin is the largest
North American swallow. Males
are a shiny blue-black color.
Females are typically duller and
have gray markings on the fore-
head, neck and underside.

In the Houston area, the birds’
primary nesting sites include
dead trees and bird houses. The
lack of available nesting sites is
the most common reason Purple
Martins are not found in some
parts of South Texas. However,
golf courses can provide good
habitat for this native bird
species if bird houses are added
to the landscape.

Keep the following tips in mind when trying to attract Purple
Martins to your golf course:

• Purple Martins typically arrive in the Houston area about 
mid-February (migrants continue arriving for 3-4 months).

• Erect new (or unplug existing) bird houses about the second
week of February.

• If a housing site was not colonized in previous years, you 
should delay erecting (or unplugging) the bird house about 
four or five weeks. Young sub-adult Purple Martins, the 
most likely to colonize a new housing site, typically arrive 
later than mature adults. Keeping the housing site unavail-
able will prevent the non-native European Starling or 
House Sparrow from taking up residence.

• Use bird houses with “starling-resistant” entrance holes.
• Paint bird houses white.
• Install bird houses 10 to 20 feet in the air and at least 40 

feet from tall trees or buildings. 
• Check birdhouses weekly and “evict” non-native birds. 

Remember that all native bird species are protected by law.
• Take down or plug up bird houses after the Purple Martins 

have vacated for the year.
By attracting Purple Martins to your golf course you will not

only beautify your course with the songs of this attractive bird, but
you just might see fewer insect pests.

For more detailed information on Purple Martins please visit:
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/publications/pwdpubs/media/pwd_bk_

w7000_0254.pdf
or

http://www.birds.cornell.edu/

Dr. Anthony Camerino 
is a Commercial 

Horticulture Agent with the 
Harris County Office of

Texas AgriLife Extension.

       



5

Membership 
Moves

Chris Hartman has taken over golf course superintendent duties
at Magnolia Creek Golf Links Chris Smith is the new golf course
superintendent at The Woodlands Country Club’s Oaks Course.

Dennis Dickson has joined the Gail’s Flags team as a salesper-
son. Kyle Graham is now a sales manager at Brookside Equip-
ment, Inc., and Dennis Klene is a new territory sales manager for
Luber Brothers, Inc. Brian Dockery has joined the sales team at
Dow Agrosciences.

John Cater retires
On behalf of Gail’s Flags, I would like to thank John

Cater for serving the South Texas Golf Course Superinten-
dents, not just as our representative, but for the many other
companies he represented over the years.

He has shown true commitment and dedication to serving
his customers. I know that, for many people, he is more than
a salesperson, he is a friend. As he moves on to a new chap-
ter in his life, I wish him the very best.

Dan Raulins
General Manager, Gail’s Flags, Inc.

Werner renews 
professional certification

Thomas S. Werner, GCSAA certified golf course superintendent
at ShadowHawk Golf Club and The Houstonian
Golf & Country Club, has completed the
renewal process for maintaining his sta-
tus as a Certified Golf Course Super-
intendent (CGCS) with the Golf
Course Superintendents Association
of America (GCSAA).

Werner has been at Shadow Hawk
Golf Club since 2004. A 24-year
GCSAA member, he initially achieved
his certification in 1989. 

Approximately 2,000 golf course superin-
tendents worldwide currently hold “CGCS” status. There are 16
Certified Golf Course Superintendents within the membership of
the STGCSA.

Think About It
“The U.S. Open flag eliminates a lot of players. 
Some players just weren’t meant to win the U.S.

Open. Quite often, they know it.” 
— Jack Nicklaus

                  



Quality Petroleum Products Since 1958

The Hurt Company, Inc.
3310 Alice St., Houston, TX 77021

Carl Tolbert
713-320-5947 (phone)  •  281-789-4291 (fax)

E-mail: tolbertch@aol.com

“Authorized Marketer”
Customer-Focused Solutions

CHEVRON LUBRICANTS

Dennis Dickson
281-844-5538  •  troutslime@hotmail.com

1-800-621-5994
www.gailsflags.com

What you 
need.
When you 
need it.

6

Great SHO!
The 2008 Shell Houston Open has come and gone, and those of

us, on behalf of the South Texas Golf Course Superintendents
Association, would like to extend a hearty thanks to all those who
volunteered to help with the STGCSA’s efforts at this year’s tour-
nament.

Our Chapter received a number of compliments from tourna-
ment dignitaries, including Houston Golf Association Executive
Director Steve Timms and PGA Tour agronomist Tom Brown. 

Timms pointed out that driving range operations run so
smoothly (with our help) that he doesn’t have to worry about
what’s happening in that area of operations during the tournament.
Brown said simply that ours is the best driving range staff on
Tour.

That’s “high cotton,” folks, and it’s all because of you.
The Tour professionals and caddies seem to get more comfort-

able with us each year— we got several compliments from them,
too.

I think every member (and friend) who works the tournament’s
driving range with us gets a sense of pride and feels a little own-
ership in the event.

It also gives us a sense of pride when we hear so many compli-
ments from the players on the range about Roger Goettsch, Randy
Samoff and their fine crew. We have much to be proud about.

So, again, many thanks to all those listed below. We’re looking
forward to working with you again next year.

— Steven Chernosky, Terry Gill & George B. Manuel

Bret Barclay
Jared Bonar

Douglas Browne
Steven Chernosky

Brandon Cole
Jaime Colon

Ryan Czajkoski
John Dailey

Wayne Desern
Nicole Fuentes

Terry Gill
Mark Gillock
Eric Glover
David Gray
Bob Hardy

Gary Hargrove
Mark Haven

Jerry Huntsman
Mike James
Pat Johnston
Ricky Kahlich
Richard Kane

Mitchell Kiser
Kent Knowles

George Manuel
Jerry McCord
Mark Monroe

Jeff Moore
Howard Mumford
William Murray
David Myrick
James Norris

Willy Plowman
Mike Rhoden

Blayne Sparks
Tyson Takushi

Bill Taylor
Richard Teubner

Rick Tygret
Palvin Williams
Sean Wilson

Brian Woolard
Russel Yancy

2008 Shell Houston Open 
STGCSA Volunteers
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
continued from page 2

Your Complete Tree and Landscape Company

Free Estimates
713-462-3261

Please call Ed Schultheis
www.embarktreecare.com

Seniors play the old Shell Houston Open course.
I’m always amazed at the volume of positive STGCSA feed-

back I hear after one of these efforts, and I’m sure we’ll more than
measure up again this fall as we take on the challenge of working
at a new (and old) venue and extend a helping hand to our friends
with the tournament.

Anne Jenkins is the tournament’s Volunteer Coordinator and
she’ll be on hand at our Monthly Meetings leading up to the tour-
nament to help sign up those who are interested in working at the
tournament.

As I’m sure you know by now, the STGCSA Match Play
Championship has been revived and is now underway. Many
thanks are due Mark Haven for making the tournament happen—
I’m sure everyone who has entered is enjoying the extra golf and
competition. If you are one of those folks, please don’t forget that
you can play matches during regular STGCSA golf outings. All
you have to do is let Marian know when you provide your meet-
ing RSVP so Mark Baughman knows how you should be paired
up. After that, it’s just a matter of playing well and having fun.

Thanks, as always, for your time. See you at Wildcat.
— Roger Goettsch, CGCS 

STGCSA Annual Meeting for a final vote. The honoree, as men-
tioned above, will be announced and will receive formal presenta-
tion of the award during the STGCSA’s Christmas Party.

While the procedure for selecting the honoree for this year has
been set, Goettsch acknowledges that it may need “tweaking” in
future years.

“I’m sure we will adjust the system as time passes by,” he said,
“but the important thing for now was just to get started.”

“I think our members will appreciate the award and what it
means more and more as the list of recipients grows,” he adds. “I
was honored with the A.C. Bearden Memorial Superintendent of
the Year by the North Texas CGSA in 1988, and I call tell you that
it meant a lot to me to receive the honor. I think the recipients of
the Sonny DuBose Superintendent of the Year award will feel the
same way.”

SUPERINTENDENT OF THE YEAR
continued from page 1

           



Second Assistant/Irrigation Technician Needed
Magnolia Creek Golf Links

Please contact
Chris Hartman:

Telephone: 281-557-0555
E-mail: chartman@canongategolf.com

Sales Representative Wanted
Sportcrete Texas, LLC

Please call Rich Richeson for more information at:
972-243-2404  •  800-713-0281  •  972-529-8790 (cell)

or e-mail resume´to rricheson22@yahoo.com

First Assistant Superintendent Wanted
The Woodlands Country Club — Palmer Course

Please contact: 
Jason McConnell

Telephone: 281-863-1483  •  FAX: 281-367-9070
E-mail: jmcconnell@thewoodlandscc.com

WANTED:
Ryan Renavaire

Two behind with hyrdo lift or three-point hitch.
Workable condition or in need of repair.

Please contact:
Gary Rodgers, CGCS
Wedgewood Golf Club

936-444-6497

Assistant Superintendent  Wanted
The Clubs of Kingwood

Please contact: 
Bobby Egan, Direcor of Golf Course Maintenance

Telephone: 281-358-3232
E-mail: bobby.egan@ourclub.com 

Sales Position Available
Vermeer Equipment of Texas, Inc.

Please call Mr. Jim Ryan or send resume to:
Vermeer Equipment of Texas, Inc. 

7211 Easthaven Blvd, Houston, TX 77017
Telephone: 713.910.4000  •  FAX:713.910.6535

E-mail: jimr@vermeertexas.com

Assistant Superintendent and Equipment Technician 
Positions Available

Wedgewood Golf Club
Please send resume´ to: Gary Rodgers, CGCS
5454 Highway 105 West, Conroe, Texas 77304

Telephone: 936-444-6497
E-mail: frangvr@suddenlink.com

The STGCSA Bulletin Board is available for use by all STGCSA
members. Call (281-395-4927) or FAX (281-395-9547) Steve

Hunter before the 10th of each month to include your job listings,
etc., in the following two issues of Tee to Green. You may also
contact Marian Takushi  (stgcsa@windstream.net or 281-494-
0094) to include your job posting on the STGCSA web site.

BULLEBULLETIN BOARDTIN BOARD

8

ARBOR CARE INC.
(Tree Care Specialists)

John J. Dailey
President

713-694-8898
Fax: 713-694-8895
336 McFarland Rd.
Houston, TX 77060

WWee AApppprreecciiaattee YYoouurr SSuuppppoorrtt

                          

Only a DryJect® Contractor can help.
See the unique, dynamic pattern of three dimensional

channels that are created by a typical Dryject aeration/sand
application.

The aggresive subsurface changes created allow for air,
water and nutrients to feed the root zone like no other sys-
tem on the market today without disrupting the surface.

Call Mike James at 281-630-8740 
for a free DryJect demonstration.
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The Woodlands 
Country Club

Gary Player Course
Golf Results

2-person best ball

Final Results (Gross)
Jeff Jowell & Russell Tippie 71
Mark Haven & Bobby Holt 73
Scott Terry & Adam Hess 73
Final Results (Net)
Blayne Sparks & Robert Fray 66
Mike James & Alan Lee 66
Nick Johnson & James Sissom 67

SPECIAL CONTESTS
Hole Contest Winner

#2 Long Drive Bob Ducote
#5 Closest-to-Pin James Sissom
#8 Closest-to-Pin Scott Terry
#11 Closest-to-Pin Nick Johnson
#14 Closest-to-Pin George Cincotta
#18 Long Drive Travis Klosterboer

www.burnside-services.com TOMMY BURNSIDE
VICE-PRESIDENT

BBUURRNNSSIIDDEE SSEERRVVIICCEESS,, IINNCC..

              

Office: 936-825-7090
Mobile: 936-760-6380
Fax: 936-825-8838
bsi@burnside-services.com

1110 Navasota Ridge Rd.
Navasota, TX 77868

• golf course construction
• athletic field construction
• laser leveling
• soil fumigation

GREG SMITH
P.O. Box 1265

Blanco, TX 78606
Cell: 210-863-2719

Total greens construction (including rebuilds).
Laser tee leveling.

No project too small.
Need Help? Ask the Expert . . . 

call me with your golf course problems, 
and I’ll provide free recommendations.

www.greensmithtexas.com

Bill Abetz, Jr.
Horticultural Representative
Mob: 713-417-BUGS (2847)

Fax: 281-259-3675

HELENA CHEMICAL COMPANY
30911 Carrington Dr.
Magnolia, TX 77354

Toll Free: 866-HELENA (243-5362)
Email: abetzb@helenachemical.com

El Campo: 979-543-6268
Greenville: 903-455-5540

EQUIPMENT FOR SALE
1 – TORO 2003 MODEL 3100 TRIPLEX GREENS MOWER

799 hours and in excellent condition, $8,500.00

1 - TORO 2003 MODEL 55OO 
Turbo Diesel 2WD 5-gang fairway/rough mower, 

976 hours, excellent condition $ 14,500 

1 – TORO 2003 MODEL 6500
Diesel 2WD 5-gang fairway mower,
1714 hours, good condition, $12,500

1 – TORO SPRAY HAWK 
Complete with skirting nozzles, excellent condition, $750         

Please call Steve Trotter 
at 817 235-0004

You might like to know
May 24, 2008, marked the 100th anniversary of the death of

Old Tom Morris, considered to be teh father of the golf course
superintendent profession. The Golf Course Superintendents Asso-
ciation of America’s highest award is named for him.

He excelled as a clubmaker, greenkeeper, golf course architect
and player. He was responsible for tending the Old Course, hold-
ing the post of “Keeper of the Green” from 1864 until his retire-
ment in 1903. He continued as consulting greenkeeper until his
death in 1908.

He also served as “Keeper of the Green” at Prestwick from
1851 to 1864, an era that included three of his four British Open
championships.

As a tribute to him and his contributions to the game, no golf
was played in St. Andrews on the day of his funeral.

                      



June 10 (Tuesday)
Wildcat GC 

Highlands Course
Host Superintendent: 

Don Hoos

July 14 (Monday)
Champions GC

Host Superintendent: 
Charles Joachim, CGCS

July 20-22
Texas Turfgrass Association

Summer Conference
Galveston

August 11 (Monday)
Superintendent/Pro &

Member/Member Tournament
Braeburn CC

Host Superintendent: 
Terry Gill

September 21-23
Lone Star Texas Trophy

Victoria CC • Victoria

September (TBA)
Astros Game 
Family Night

October 13-19 
Administaff  

Small Business Classic
Augusta Pines Golf Club

Host Superintendent: 
Alan Hess, CGCS

October 20 (Monday)
Golfcrest CC

Host Superintendent: 
Lee Gravett

November 11 (Tuesday)
Annual Meeting

The Houstonian CC
Host Superintendent: 

James Edgemon

December 4 (Tuesday)
Annual Awards Banquet 

and Ceremony
River Oaks CC

Host Superintendent: 
Morris Johnson

December 8-10
TTA Annual Conference & 

Trade Show
Fort Worth Convention Center

Fort Worth

Golf formats available on the internet at www.stgcsa.org.

2008 STGCSA EVENTS

For our future 
and your kids.

If you have a youngster who will be attending col-
lege this fall, be sure he or she applies for a 2008
STGCSA Legacy Scholar-
ship.

Applications will be avail-
able at all the STGCSA’s
monthly meetings through
August. The deadline for
submitting an application
is Sept. 1, 2008.

Act soon and make sure the
STGCSA has the chance to help with your child’s edu-
cation.

                                        


