
    



2012011 Christmas Party1 Christmas Party
Friday, December 2, 2011

Cole’s Country
12702 Cypress Valley

Cypress, Texas 77429

Entertainment: Granger Smith

Reception: 6:30 p.m.     Dinner: 7 p.m.   
Awards & Scholarship Presentation: 8 p.m.    Cost: $85 per couple/$42.50 per individual

Please RSVP by Nov. 30 by calling Marian Takushi 
at 281-494--0094, by e-mail at stgcsa@windstream.net or through the direct link on the

“Upcoming Events” page of www.stgcsa.org.
Directions to Cole’s Country:  

• From Hwy. 290 northwest of Houston
•  Exit at Barker-Cypress Rd. and turn right

•  Go 0.7 miles and turn right onto Jarvis Rd.
•  Go 0.8 miles and turn right onto Cypress Valley Rd. to Cole’s Country on the left (0.2 miles)

Coming Up Next!
Stephen F. Austin Country Club

January 23, 2012

The 11th year of the new millennium may be about to fade
into history, but there's still one major event remaining on the
year's schedule, and that's the 2011 Texas Turfgrass Association
Conference and Show, which will take place Dec. 13-14 at the
San Antonio Convention Center and Grand Hyatt.

The gathering will actually commence on Sunday, Dec. 11,
when attendees may play in a golf tournament beginning at
12:30 p.m. at The Quarry Golf Club. The two-person best
ball event will be preceded by a lunch buffet beginning at
11:30 a.m. at The Quarry.

Show registration will get under way at the convention cen-
ter at 8 a.m. on Monday, Dec. 12, with exhibits opening at 9
a.m. at closing at 1 p.m.

Attendees will gather for association's Annual Business
Meeting at 1 p.m. The meeting will include a variety of pre-
sentations running through approximately 4:30 p.m., after
which the exhibits will re-open for two hours. An awards din-
ner will follow, beginning at 7 p.m.

Another Dec. 12 option will be attendance at the Texas
Department of Agriculture's Pesticide Applicator's Lectures,
which will run from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Applicator exams will be
given at 8 a.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 14.

Yet another option for Dec. 12 will be an 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
“Irrigation Session.” Attendees will be able to earn 8 CEU
hours for attending.

Tuesday, Dec. 13, and Wednesday, Dec. 14, will offer a
wide variety of “Concurrent Sessions” including a number of
golf course turf maintenance focused sessions. The show's
exhibits will be open form 8-10 a.m. on both days.

Complete details about the Conference and Show can be
found within the “Annual Conference” pages of the Texas Tur-
fgrass Association web site at www.texasturf.com.

Texas Turfgrass Assocation 
Conference & Show on tap

The time is now
The new year, believe it or not, is just around the cor-

ner. Accordingly, it’s time to renew your STGCSA mem-
bership. Membership renewal forms are available on-
line on the home page of www.stgcsa.org . . . you can
complete the process online or print it out, complete it

and mail it to the Chapter office. Please call Marian
Takushi  at 281-494-0094 if you have questions.



The Holidays are upon us now (Thanksgiving is just days
away as I write this column) as we look to close out 2011 and
begin to look forward to 2012.

Those thoughts in mind, I would like to say a big “thank
you!” to everyone who has been involved with and supported
the association this year.  It has been a wild year for me as
President, and with everything that I have been through. Some
of it I'd like to repeat. Some of it I just as soon never think of
again.

Looking back on all my experiences, though, lets me see
that I've had a cakewalk compared to some of the things oth-
ers have endured this year.  To help me put things into per-
spective, all I have to do is look at my family and friends and
be thankful for everything I have.  I think that is what
Thanksgiving is all about, and I think we can all agree that we
have plenty to be thankful for, personally and professionally.

While I'm on that track, I want to take a few seconds to
mention several members of our “family” who were lost in
2011. They are: Harvey Rose, past president of the STGCSA;
past North Texas GCSA President Stephen Best; D’Ann Har-
grove, wife of longtime member Jack Hargrove (owner of J
Hargrove Construction); and Betty Cater, wife of longtime
member John Cater.

Each of those people played an important role in our lives,
and each will be missed . . . dearly.

Moving on, I think we had a very good turnout for our
Annual Meeting at Raven Nest Golf Club, despite the less
than ideal weather and the long drive some had to endure. We

held our elections and ushered
in a new set of officers and a
few new Board members, so
our leadership group for 2012
has been chosen.

I know you're as excited
about your future and the path
those gentlemen have and will
choose for the STGCSA.

We also chose the recipient
of our 2011 Sonny DuBose
Superintendent of the Year,
whose name will be revealed at
our 2011 Christmas Party
(Dec. 2 at Cole's Country in
Cypress), as will the recipients of our 2011 Legacy Scholar-
ships. That's something to look forward to, and I look forward
to seeing you at the party.

Taking one step back, I want to thank David Gray and his
staff at Raven Nest for hosting our Annual Meeting and mak-
ing us feel welcome. The meeting marked the occasion of
many of our members' first visit and I trust everyone found
the golf course to be excellent.

A few complaints about the Annual Meeting and a few
details that weren't properly addressed were brought my atten-
tion in the days following it. I can assure you that the Board
members and officers have discussed those items to make sure
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Wade Warms, CGCS

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

continued on page 7

Executive
Director

Marian Takushi
P.O. Box  571923

Houston, Texas 77257-1923
Phone: 281-494-0094
FAX: 281-494-0094 

e-mail: stgcsa@windstream.net

Director of Communications
Steve Hunter

Phone: 281-395-4927
e-mail: srhunter@mindspring.com

Lone Star Representatives
Doug Browne, Terry Gill, John Walker

President
Wade Warms, CGCS

Vice-President Secretary/Treasurer
Mark Haven Sean Wilson, CGCS

Immediate Past President
Willy Plowman

Board 
of Directors

Mark Baughman Brandon Cole
Brandon Crumpler Ben Fultz

Jeff McCrory Blayne Sparks
John Walker

2011
South Texas Golf Course Superintendents Association

Officers, Board of Directors and Staff



WATER
O’DAY

Drilling Company
INCORPORATED

PATRICK O’DAY
5923 CR 931

Rosharon, Texas 77583

Tel: 281-485-1330
Tel: 800-856-6329

FAX: 281-485-0962
E-Mail: patrick-oday@sbcglobal.net
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See how equipment and
agronomics can work together.

Only John Deere Golf offers both a

full selection of golf maintenance

equipment and soft goods from

top name brands.  Plus advice on

how to pick the best of  each for

your course. Call us today.

Equipment Sales:  
Brookside Equipment Sales, Inc
Houston, TX 713-943-7100
Jersey Village, TX 713-466-7456
Spring, TX 281-353-0204

Agronomic Sales:  
Houston: Jim Norris,
281-802-3441

Think Ahead.

The membership of the South
Texas Golf Course Superinten-
dents Association has spoken.
The Chapter's election of offi-
cers and Board of Directors took
place during the STGCSA's
2011 Annual Meeting, held
Nov. 8 at Raven Nest Golf
Club.

Mark Haven was elected pres-
ident for 2012, Sean Wilson,
CGCS, was elected vice-presi-
dent, and Blayne Sparks was
chosen as the Chapter's secre-
tary/treasurer.

Haven moves up to the STGCSA's top spot after a yearlong
stint as vice-president, preceded by a year as secretary/treasurer
and six years on the STGCSA Board of Directors. He has
been a member of the STGCSA for 18 years.

Wilson has served as the secretary/treasurer of the STGCSA
for the past year and worked on the Chapter's Board for the

four years prior to that. He has
been a member of the STGCSA
for seven years. He is also a past
vice-president of the Central
Texas Golf Course Superinten-
dents Association.

Sparks moves up to the secre-
tary/treasurer position after four
years on the Board of Directors.
He has been an STGCSA mem-
ber for six years. 

In addition to the officers for
2012, four members of the
Board of Directors were chosen.
Those elected were Chris
Lineberger, Brian Johnson,

Cheyenne Herring and Mark Baughman, who was re-elected
to an Affiliates position. Lineberger, Johnson and Herring are
all first-time members of the Board.

Wade Warms, CGCS, will join the Board of Directors and
newly elected officers on the STGCSA leadership team for
2012 as the immediate past president.

Those attending the Annual Meeting also approved a by-
law change that will allow the Board of Directors to schedule
the Chapter's future Annual Meetings in September, October
or November, rather than limiting the option to November.

The Annual Meeting also marked the occasion of the

STGCSA chooses
leadership team for 2012

Mark Haven

Sean Wilson, CGCS

 



announcement of nominees for
the 2011 South Texas Golf
Course Superintendents Associa-
toin Sonny DuBose Memorial
Superintendent of the Year
Award. The five nominees are
George Manual of Royal Oaks
Country Club, Doug Browne of
Stephen F. Austin Golf Club,
Chris Lineberger of Sugar Creek
Country Club, Dennis Wil-
ganowski of Bryan Municipal
Golf Course and Tim Supak of
El Campo Country Club.

The Annual Meeting agenda also included the announce-
ment of the STGCSA's 2011 Legacy Scholarship winners
(Formal presentation of the recipients will take place at the
STGCSA Christmas Party) and the presentation of STGCSA
service pins.

Those recognized in the latter category were; 10 years— Jon
O'Donnell, Tommy St. Romain, Mitch Elliott, Scott Terry
and Chris Webster; 15 years— James Huntsman, Scott Picker-
ing and Lee Gravett; 20 years— Scott Anderson; and 30
years— Jerry Takushi and Alan Hess, CGCS.
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BWI IS ON YOUR TURF

Be here before you know it
The 2012 Golf Industry Show

will be held Feb. 29-Mar. 1, at the
Las Vegas Convention Center,
with the associated Education
Conferences to take place Feb. 27-
Mar. 2.

Complete details can be found at
www.golfindustryshow.com/

Blayne Sparks

Our sympathies . . .
. . . and condolences to long-time STGCSA

member Sue Rinehart Warren of 
Rinehart Trucking, whose father, William K. 

Herbold, passed away on Nov. 17. 
Mr. Herbold had worked with ClubCorp for a 

quarter century, starting out in membership and
eventually became the company’s CEO.

“If the only prayer you said in 
your whole life was, 'thank you,' 

that would suffice.”
— Meister Eckhart



MEMBER
MOVES

Welcome to Mike Burris, an agronomist with Quick-Sol of
Texas, and Jesus Polio, assistant superintendent at BraeBurn
Country Club. Both joined the STGCSA in November.
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Eric Glover
Phone: 409-766-0828

Email: 
glovere@helenachemical.com

HELENA CHEMICAL COMPANY
Toll Free: 866-HELENA (243-5362)

El Campo: 979-543-6268  •  Schertz: 877-651-3552

Paul Tessman
Phone: 832-596-8532

Email: 
TessmanP@helenachemical.com

Pest Management seminar 
set for January

The Texas Agri-Life Extension Service-Harris County Office
will conduct a “Pest Management for Golf and Sport Turf Sys-
tems” seminar on Jan. 5, 2011, at its office in west Houston
(3033 Bear Creek Dr., Houston, TX 77084).

Co-sponsored by the South Texas Golf Course Superinten-
dents Association, the meeting will begin with registration,
coffee and donuts at 7:30 a.m. and will run through approxi-
mately 3:15 p.m. 

Payment for the seminar may be made by credit card by
calling 281-494-0094 or by visiting the “Pest Management for
Golf and Sport Turf Systems” link on the “Events/Results”
page at www.stgcsa.org. 

For additional information, please contact Dr. Anthony
Camerino (281-855-5600, awcamerino@ag.tamu.edu).

Your Complete Tree and Landscape Company

Free Estimates
713-462-3261

Please call Ed Schultheis
www.embarktreecare.com

Three down
It’s hardly a dent in the total population, but the three feral

hogs will no longer be part of the problem. They were felled in
mid-November at Willow Fork Country Club, where Golf
Course Superintendent Willy Plowman says the animals have
inflicted “thousands of dollars in damage” in recent months.”

“They are just ripping our golf course apart,” added Plow-
man, who worked with the local game warden to arrange the
hogs’ demise.

The three above weighed from 225 to 275 pounds each—
an example of the damage they and their frends have inflicted
at Willow Fork can be seen below.



November
Golf Results

Raven Nest Golf Club

Gross Results
Brian Cloud & Mark Haven 69
Jeff Blume & Brad Fryrear 73
Brian Johnson & Kent Knowles 74

Net Results
Bill Taylor & Jason Ruple 126
David Gray & Jerry Huntsman 139 
Charles Joachim & Clinton Garrett 142

Special
Contests

Closest-to-Hole
0-12.9 HCP Sean Wilson
13+ HCP Cody Marchand

Longest Drive
0-12.9 HCP Kody Key
13+ HCP Cody Spivey

Thanks!!!
The STGCSA and its membership wishes to extend its

gratitude to the staff at Raven Next Golf Club, and
especially to David Gray, golf course superintendent,

for hosting the Chapter’s Annual Meeting in November. 
The hospitality and professionalism 

displayed by the 
club’s staff was instrumental to a 

highly-successful 
gathering, and did not

go unnoticed. We
appreciate the effort
and the hospitality.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
continued from page 3

similar mistakes aren't repeated in the future. That said, I want
to apologize to those who felt they couldn't hear the proceed-
ings well enough or who took exception to the presentation of
the American flag.

We were certainly not trying to offend anyone, and, like I
said, the Board has duly noted the issues and learned its lesson
for future events.

Moving on once again, I would like to thank all the vendors
for everything they do every year. This association would be
nothing without all of the support from our vendors.  

Also, the Board of Directors is to be commended for all of
their hard work throughout the year.  I would also like to
thank Steve Hunter for all of the work he has done with the
newsletters and directories over the years.  Lastly, Marian
Takushi is the workhorse of our association and I'd like for
everyone to offer up a big thanks to her when you see her.

It has been a great year . . . thanks to all who have been
involved. Once again, don't forget about our Christmas Party.
I hope to see you all there.

— Wade Warms, CGCS

ARBOR CARE INC.
(Tree Care Specialists)

John J. Dailey
President

713-694-8898
Fax: 713-694-8895
336 McFarland Rd.
Houston, TX 77060

MMiilllliioonnss ooff BBrraanncchheess ttoo SSeerrvvee YYoouu

                        

Quality Petroleum Products Since 1958

The Hurt Company, Inc.
3310 Alice St., Houston, TX 77021

Carl Tolbert
713-320-5947 (phone)  •  281-789-4291 (fax)

E-mail: tolbertch@aol.com

“Authorized Marketer”
Customer-Focused Solutions

CHEVRON LUBRICANTS

        



Assistant Superintendent Wanted
The Woodlands Country Club — Tournament Course

Please send resume´ to:
Chris Hartman

E-mail: chartman@canongategolf.com
or call 281-770-1326

Assistant Superintendent Needed
Kingwood Country Club — Marsh Course

Please send resume´ to:
Kevin Lyles

Kingwood Country Club
1700 Lake Kingwood Trail, Kingwood, TX 77339

Irrigation Technician Needed
Rice University

Please apply online at:
http://jobs.rice.edu/applicants/Central?quickFind=52944

Second Assistant Superintendent Needed
Canongate at The Woodlands

Please send resume´ to:
Allen Plagens, Superintendent

Canongate at The Woodlands — Panther Trail
2205 N. Millbend Dr., The Woodlands, TX 77380

Fax: 281-681-9770 E-mail: aplagens@canongategolf.com

Assistant Superintendent Wanted
Canongate at South Shore Harbour

Please send resume´ to David Franks
E-Mail: dfranks@canongategolf.com

Assistant Superintendent Needed
Beaumont Country Club

Please send resume´ to: Clint Evens
5355 Pine St., Beaumont, TX 77703

E-Mail: clintevans40@yahoo.com

The STGCSA Bulletin Board is available 
for use by all STGCSA members. 

To include your job posting on the STGCSA web site, contact
Marian Takushi  (stgcsa@windstream.net, 281-494-0094).

More complete details about many of the positions listed here
can be found within the “Jobs” pages of www.stgcsa.org.
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RINEHART TRUCKING CO., INC.
Golf Course & Athletic Field Materials

DELIVERING QUALITY & SERVICE FOR OVER 25 YEARS.

Organic Blends
Top Dressing

Bunker Sand
Aggregate

Mulch

Available by phone 24/7
Ph: 281-432-7263

800-831-7263
Fax: 888-223-2924

If you need a 
particular item, 

just give us a call.

Sue Rinehart Warren
President

Keith Watson
Field Representative

Stovy L. Bowlin, PhD, AICP, CGIA, CID
Licensed Texas Irrigator #9265

Turnkey Irrigation Design & Consulting Services
New Construction & Renovation Projects; AutoCad Design; GPS Mapping; As-Built Drawings;
Irrigation System Audits; Government Permitting; Water Demand and Water Use Analysis

Call Dr. Stovy, Lets Talk Water ... Because in our Business, Its all about the Water

427 Union Chapel Road  Cedar Creek, Texas  78612
(O) 512-303-7680 (F) 512-303-7681 (C) 512-560-0010

E-mail: stovy@bowlinconsulting.com  Web: www.bowlinconsulting.com

Planning v Design v Mapping

BOWLIN CONSULTING

• Site Construction
• Athletic Field 

Construction
1110 Navasota Ridge Rd., Navasota, TX 77868
Office: 936-825-7090  •  Fax: 936-825-8838

E-mail: bsi@burnside-services.com
www.burnside-services.com

• Mass Grading
• Golf Course

Construction

Please . . .
. . .  keep your contact information up to date.
If you have a new employer, phone number, 

e-mail or physical address, please relay the details to
Marian Takushi at stgcsa@windstream.net.

                        



December 2
Christmas Party

Cole’s Country - Cypress
December 12-14

Texas Turfgrass AssociationAnnual Conference
San Antonio Convention Center

January 5
Pest Management Seminar

Texas Agri-Life Extension Service-Harris County Office

January 23
Stephen F. Austin Country Club

Host Superintendent: Doug Browne

April 9 
High Meadow Ranch Golf Club

Scholarship Tournament
Host Superintendent: Cody Spivey 

June 11
Galveston Country Club

Host Superintendent: Jeff Smelser

July 16
Superintendent Pro-Tournament

Redstone Golf Club — Tournament Course 
Host Superintendent: Randy Samoff

For additional details about each monthly meeting and golf outing, 
please visit the “Upcoming Events/Results” page of www.stgcsa.org.

www.aatdirectsolutions.com

Service excellence

Best agronomic & economic solutions

We will help your business grow

The Delivery.

The Promise.

The Performance.

Setting the new standard in service excellence 
and solution delivery

Carolyn Brooks
Houston TX
Lawn Care & Horticulture
(281) 733-1951
cbrooks@agriumat.com

Steve Dolen
North Houston TX
Golf & Lawn Care
(713) 819-1392
sdolen@agriumat.com

Brent LeBlanc
Louisiana
Golf & Lawn Care
(337) 302-0794
bleblanc@agriumat.com

Clint Neely
South Houston TX
Golf & Lawn Care
(281) 475-0908
cneely@agriumat.com

© 2011 Agrium Advanced Technologies (U.S.) Inc. DIRECT SOLUTIONS,
A GAME CHANGER, AGRIUM ADVANCED TECHNOLOGIES

and designs are trademarks owned by Agrium Inc.
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Work on the 2012 schedule is ongoing, but for your planning convenience, what’s below includes the reamining 
2011 events and the portion of the schedule that has been confirmed as of November 22, 2011.

                  


